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This 15 the first stroke 
taught to children 


It means one 


INTRODUCTION 


The Calligrapher’s Daughter 
How to Use the Book 


The Calligrapher's 
Daughter 


| was born in Taipei, Taiwan, the daughter of a 
calligrapher and a ceramic artist, so | grew up 
immersed in art and with a deep appreciation of 
the beauty of the Chinese language. Speaking and 
writing Chinese is an integral part of who | am and 
how | see the world. But it was only when | had 
children of my own that | properly understood 
what a difficult language Chinese Is to learn. 


Being of Taiwanese descent while raising my 
children in the UK has made me acutely aware of 
the differences, but also the similarities, between 
Eastern and Western cultures. The ultimate goal 

of Chineasy is to help bridge the cultural gap by 
demystifying the Chinese language, which acts as 
a barrier to so many people - my children included! 


Chineasy is hugely personal to me. | have done 
many different things in my life. | consider myself 
to be part geek, part entrepreneur, part dreamer, 
and this project is a culmination of all these 
elements. My experience in technology ventures 
and my background as an entrepreneur with an 
artistic upbringing have given me the building 
blocks to make Chineasy possible, but it is my 
childhood and my children that have inspired me 
to make Chineasy a reality. | am proud to share 
Chineasy with all who want to learn and appreciate 
the beauty of the Chinese language. 


Why Chineasy? 


China is home to ancient traditions, breathtaking 
artwork and what is currently one of the world's 
strongest economies. lt comes as no surprise to 
me that recent years have seen a cultural trend 
of Eastern migration by both young people and 
business-minded individuals. Everyone is starting 
to pay more attention to China, Taiwan, Japan, 
South Korea and other Asian countries as they 
become increasingly popular tourist destinations 
and Increasingly important as cultural, financial 
and industrial hubs. 


SPREE PSE SE AS 


Call me optimistic, but | see the melding of these 
two cultures, East and West, as being instrumental 
in creating a more culturally literate world. | also 
think that the East and West must understand 

each other in order for global economic growth to 
be sustainable. There is, however, a giant roadblock 
preventing the East and West from communicating 
effectively and connecting on a deep, cultural level: 
the Great Wall of Chinese. 


The Chinese language has long been considered 
the most difficult major language to learn, largely 
on account of the vast number and complexity 
of the characters. When | began to teach my 
British-born children Chinese, | realized just how 
challenging its characters are for a native English 
speaker. It was like torture for my children! So 

| spent many years looking for a fun and easy 
way to teach them how to read Chinese. 


After years of searching, | didn’t think that any 

of the methods out there were engaging enough. 

So | did what any entrepreneur would do: | created 
my own method to learn how to read Chinese 
characters - Chineasy. And you know what? It works. 


Chineasy's goal is to allow people to learn to read 
Chinese easily by recognizing characters through 
simple illustrations. The magical power of the 
Chineasy method is that, by learning one small set 
of building blocks (see p. 10), students can build 
many new characters and phrases. Master a few 
sets of building blocks, and your learning can be 
accelerated to a whole new level. 


With very little effort, students can quickly learn 

to read several hundred Chinese characters and 
ohrases, and gain a deeper understanding of the 
historical and cultural references of the vocabulary. 
Even though there are tens of thousands of 
Chinese characters, only a few hundred are actually 
necessary to comprehend basic Chinese literature, 
and to begin to delve into Chinese culture and art. 


THE CALLIGRAPHER’S DAUGHTER 


How to Use the Book 


A quick overview 


Each character in this book is introduced in its 
Chinese form, followed by its English translation 
and then its pinyin (the approximate sound of 
the character; see p. 13). Each building block and 
compound character (these terms are explained 
below) has a short introduction that teaches 

you some fun historical and cultural facts as you 
are learning the language. Also included are 
unillustrated phrases (e.g. see ‘heart’ on p. 87) 
that will help to expand your vocabulary. 


At the end of the book there is a handy index 
that lists every character and phrase taught in 
Chineasy, and provides you with its traditional 
and simplified forms (see opposite) and its pinyin. 


Chineasy methodology 


The Chinese language is traditionally taught 
through a series of between roughly 180 and 

215 radicals. These radicals are then used to form 
the characters of the Chinese language. Chineasy 
has broken down this collection of characters 
into their most basic and recurring forms, 
allowing students to learn fewer and simpler 
radicals that we have termed ‘building blocks’. 


One building block (e.g. the character X for ‘fire’, 
see p. 28), or a specific compound form of the 
building block (e.g. ‘fire’, see p. 28), can be 
combined with one or more other characters to 
make a compound character (e.g. 2$ ‘burning 
hot’, see p. 29). Two or more independent 
characters can be placed next to one another to 
make phrases (e.g. RR ‘blazing’, see p. 30). 

In compounds, a whole new character is created; 
in phrases, the placement of characters next 

to one another gives a new meaning to the 
collection of characters. This principle of building 
blocks is what makes Chineasy so easy! 


IIA bab ted Pte hehe ee [ITTTIITT] ERA AAA AAA a te i eb d AA AAA de FTT 
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Pete oe eet AA MEE SLES ESSE eS HEE STE IIILILITIDITITIILITLITILITTIT] 


= # a 
Ss sd e de AA ERA ERA AAA AFA AA bree eee 


fire burning hot 
(building block) (compound) 


burning hot burning hot 


eet eee Teter ir ee Peete eee ee Creo TETTETETT Te ee Cer eet rere eT TPT eee eee eee ee cee Crete ete ee eee Cee et i 


blazing (phrase) 


¿er 'ETTETETTTFETITT] + FELIII teh bee TALERI] ELECT) ardid área MANTA] Aer ek a hk li a ih i ll i ie oi he e 


Traditional or simplified? 


Chineasy teaches mainly traditional Chinese, which 
is the written language of Taiwan and Hong Kong. | 
Simplified Chinese was adopted in mainland China -—. ee 
in 1949, after the end of the Chinese Civil War | 
and the establishment of the People's Republic 


of China. Both traditional and simplified forms 
still share a great number of characters. Chineasy be E A ia a ge a 
specifies in the character captions when the ‘east’ in traditional ‘east’ in simplified 
simplified form is used instead of the traditional Chinese Chinese 

form (e.g. ‘to follow’ and ‘crowd’ on p. 17). Where TAS A n 
no distinction between forms is noted, the. = oi 1... ia 
traditional and simplified forms of the character 


are the same. 


The evolution of Chinese 


As in the case of all languages, Chinese has 
continuously evolved throughout the course of its 
existence. Political change, geographic expansion 
and philosophy have all influenced the stylistic 


fd oe 


'Sun' in oracle bone ‘sun’ in seal script 


form of Chinese characters. Throughout the book, 
you will see references to oracle-bone FA (pols aaa lab 
(c. 1400 ace), bronze script Sz X. (c. 1000 sce), 3 : 
seal script 3X8 (c. 220 ace) and clerical script 

=> (c. 200 sce) characters. These terms refer to 


periods in the evolution of Chinese writing from 
which the modern Chinese language is derived. 


The most ancient Chinese characters were developed 
as logograms, and therefore do not usually indicate AI | CR CAMA MI err 
how they should be pronounced (see p. 13). However, ‘sun’ in clerical script 'sun' in modern 
as the Chinese language became more sophisticated, Chinese 

two or more building blocks were used to form new 

characters; in this case, one of those building blocks 

was chosen as the basis for the new character's 

pronunciation. For example, account/bill RE (zhang ) 

on p. 85 comprises the building block for ‘shell’ 

(associated with wealth - see p. 130), indicating 

the meaning of the compound character, and the 

character for ‘length’ (chang), which influences 


the pronunciation. (See also ‘at’ on p. 115.) 


HOW TO USE THE BOOK 1 


Writing 101 


Every child who studies Chinese has to go 
through this exercise when they learn how to 
write. Each character has to be drawn neatly 
inside a square, You can see that a single tree fits 
into a square the same size as the squares used 
for ‘two trees’ and ‘three trees’. 


You should see a slight alteration of the shape Qo c Oran 
from the original ‘tree’: in order to fit two trees 

side by side in the square, you must make thinner o IS a 
trees. When three trees are stacked together, all | PE Om | 


the trees are shorter in order to fit into the square. 


In Chinese, certain building-block characters have 
an alternate form that appears only when used 

as part of a compound. These characters are 
traditionally known as 'pianpang' fas 

On the right, you can see an example of this 


ra = 
bsa — 


| E se, two trees = wood person compound 
compound ‘group’ fk. Other examples of this m 
alternate character form can be seen in 'dog' 


fort te c mco r qom ct RE ees p Gm a RUNI p Rp pa TIEM à F 7? F $reg à CATE LI =$ 
ü à $ 


A= 4 on p. 26 and ‘fire’ X =~ on p. 28. 
Such compound forms are indicated by a note 
under the main caption for the building block. 


See p. 35 for more information about 

writing Chinese, 

Even though there are several different spoken NH | "E 

Chinese dialects, such as Mandarin or Cantonese, mr C hotte. Lo Sl e the: CON 
they all share the same written characters; it is three trees - forest group 


only the pronunciation of these characters that 
will differ from one dialect to another - often 
completely. 


The 'pinyin' pronunciation guide used in this 
book corresponds to Mandarin only, which is 

the most widely used Chinese dialect and counts 
over 960 million native speakers (out of a total 
of over 1.2 billion Chinese speakers) - see 
‘Speaking 10T opposite for more information 
about pronunciation. 


WAHA d RO Rubbod Kad REP PO Lux dh bd. hg SEA LP ncdhm d bd id GR bd d RowoR PPP PPS Pe oS TE AORRORORGÉA ROBO SSS REA RGROROR PSE SESE SESE EERE Se EORR OON E ea AAA AIR RARA "ETERETEHE rara ELA 
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Spacing 101 


How can you tell if you are reading a character 


ES or a phrase (Bal)? A character, whether it's a 


building block or a compound, fits within one square. 


When you see two people squeezed together 
in a single square, you know it's a character - for 


example, the simplified character 'to follow' MA. 


A phrase, on the other hand, is spaced across 

two or more squares. That means, if you see two 
or more characters spread across two or more 
squares, then you know it's a phrase - for example, 
‘everyone’ AX. 


The beauty of the Chineasy method is that you can 
construct many new ‘words’ by combining existing 
characters. Chinese characters rarely appear alone: 
it is often only in the context of a phrase that the 
meaning of a character becomes clear. Learning 
phrases is a giant but easy step towards Improving 
your Chinese study. 


Speaking 101 


To teach Mandarin Chinese to non-native speakers, 
most teachers use pinyin, the only standard 
phonetic system for transcribing the sound 

of Chinese characters in the romanized alphabet. 
Chinese is a tonal language, so the pinyin system 
uses a series of either numerals or glyphs to 
represent tone. For instance, the pinyin for 'person' 
can be written as either ren” or rén. Chineasy 

uses the numerical pinyin system. After every 
English translation, you will see a word in brackets 
followed by a number; this acts as a guide to the 
pronunciation of the character. See, for example, 
p. 16 A person (ren^. 


Tone 1 = high level tone 
Tone 2 - high rising tone 
Tone 3 - falling rising tone 
Tone 4 - falling tone 

No number = neutral tone 


ee» 


LE 


a 
tte AA = -— 


to follow 


Fo ld © ` Stiai 2 ia 
en E] 


person 


everyone 


anadir 


HOW 


TOUS 


CFSE PITH PE ee Pee Pe 


E THE BOOK 


te 


bejis 


LEFT rr Tey 
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THE BASICS 


Building Blocks, Compounds, Phrases 
Advanced Sentences 


A person (ren 
Hello, people! Our first 


building block is ‘person’. 


This building block 
traditionally depicted 
a human in profile. 
Today it looks like the 


profile of a man walking. 


lA SS bh SS FOS SS fh Se FSS FS HSE OG 11 DFG EEE FSH b SHH OES thew 


4 person (ren?) 

This character is the 
form of ‘person’ that is 
used as a component in 
certain compounds (see 
explanation on p. 12). 


It is known as AS. 


which translates as ‘single 


person side-radical'. See 
‘group’ on p. 29 for an 


example of this character. 


Sitbihe i ipod edpees ange 


16 PERSON BUILDING BLOCK 


[LIII 


ID Pree. 


saps 


-— 


UBA AAA 


ATT SIT 


to follow 


M to follow (cong) 


This character comprises 


two building blocks for 


‘person’. One man leads, the 
other follows close behind. 
This is the simplified form; 
the traditional form of this 


character is fit. 


big 


3X crowd (zhong’) 


‘Two's company, three's 
a crowd.’ Three building 


blocks for ‘person’ make a 
crowd. This is the simplified 
form; the traditional form 


of this character is Za. 


ROSAS 


ES 
e ds 


X big (da^ 

This character depicts a 
man stretching his arms 
wide. Imagine that he is 
saying, ‘It was this big.’ 


man 


X man (fu') 


‘Man’ is the compound 
for ‘big’ with an extra 
line across the top of 
the character, like wide 
shoulders. This line 
represents the pins ina 


man’s topknot hairstyle. 


PERSON COMPOUNDS 
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KA adult 

(da^ ren?) 

Height doesn't always 
indicate maturity, but, 

in simple terms, an adult 
is just a big person. 

big + person = adult 


AX public 
(da^ zhong’) 


The public is made up of 
a large group of people. 
big + crowd = public 


RA people 
(zhong^ ren?) 

A crowd is made up of 
many different people. 
This phrase also means 
'everybody'. crowd * 
person - people 


AA madam 

(fu! ren?) 

In ancient China, a woman 
became her husband's 
property after marriage; 
she became her husband's 
person. man * person 

- madam 


« ^d 
big person 


Sf Ltd ee PLP FST Air ee Sb Pcie eee i a ee ee ew sebas LIII LIII 


. 
H 
à 
* 


person 


* 
Lee tet Per terre AA EIL deo coroncbcsm donc b OR OR ORCRÍORCR OR GR OR OR ROB OR OR BOR OG-R RO RB ROS R RGGS OT ROTE p OR "b a ed ee ede adu 


1 man person 


[ILI IL re eer | Li StS Cth rth thes hae threes deere ee 


COSCO SEES FESO Ga EET HARE HPSEC EOS UKAIDI STS Ee OSE EA PEE ESE SEER TT TSE PTET SHCA PRS PRES ESSERE E FEE SE eS 
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A too much (tai?) 


This compound comprises 
‘big’ and a stroke under 
the character, suggesting 
something even bigger. 

It also means 'extremely' 
or 'excessively'. 


KA Mrs (tai^ tai”) 


This is a strange phrase. 
To have double too much 
too much means ‘Mrs’ or ‘wife’. 
Do you think this phrase 
is accurate? too much 
+ too much = Mrs 


AK too big 
(tai? da^) 
A straightforward phrase: 


if something is too big, 
there is too much of it. 


b too much + big = too big 


DOR issu cue c ce ts I A galee tci FEE doctor 

Mrs (dai^ fu) 
This phrase has two 
meanings. When 


pronounced ‘dai’ + fu’, 

with a neutral and soft 
tone, it means ‘doctor’, 
When pronounced ‘da’ 

+ fu", it means ‘senior 
official’. Both are rather 
archaic. big + man = doctor 


N 


too much big 


l big man ) 


FummdümmmmdbnmmmüánmmymymhtTETÉPéaTESNERTCmSRBU AAA ot a By dead 3 ded EEA EAE ESET EE EEE A DAA AAA RRE ESS TII 


doctor 


FSS ee ee ee ee ee ee EEE EEE OE EE EEE SS Fb SS EE ESET ESTE SHAE CEE EEE FS PSE OOS FON FS PSSST PGS eh Fe Fe AAA AAA ASA SPSS SE RSS SPSS SSS 


A sky (tian) 
When you put a line on top 


of 'big' XX, it means ‘sky’ 
or ‘heaven’. Traditionally, 
the line represented the 
spiritual level above man 
and earth. This character 
can also mean ‘day’. 


A Å everyone 


(Ten? ren?) 


person + person = 

everyone 

KA heaven 

(tian! ren?) 

sky + person = [literally] 
sky person = heaven or 


person person ) a person with universal 
AGA asa IIA A 1 insight 


everyone 


KA extremely big 
(tian' da?) 


What could be a bigger 
space than the heavens? 
sky + big = [literally] big 
as the sky = extremely big 
KK every day 
(tian! tian’) 

dd As we have already seen 


sk T ! 
MERGER OR ne RT ocio PA opposite, the character 
heaven for ‘sky’ also means ‘day’, 
day + day = every day 


diim 


Sky big 


extremely big 


E ADi, 


sky/day sky/day ; 


every day 


A mouth (kou^) 
Depending on the size 

of the building block, this 
character means either 
'mouth' Cif it is small) or 
‘to surround’ (if it is large). 


O to surround (wei^ 
Can you tell the difference 
between these two 
characters? It is nearly 
impossible, but the 
difference is usually made 
evident by the meaning 

of the compound. It's 
useful to remember that 

to surround' never appears 
alone, so if you see a stand- 
alone HO, it is the character 
for 'mouth'. 


| 


qe a o = SEPP OSS PSPSPS SSS SSS SE OS PSE EE SESS SS Oe 
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shout 


to 


[ll] shout (xuan') 

A mouth emits sound, 

Two mouths emit even 
more sound! This is a rare 
character, so use it to show 
off to your Chinese friends! 


| 


Cause 


— : CSS 

HH quality (pin ) 
Imagine that each mouth 
is an opinion. The quality 
of something is judged by 
what people say about it. 
This character also means 
‘item’, ‘product’ or ‘grade’. 


quality 


m | as 
EE 


to return 


to cause (yin) 
This character is à 
combination of 'mouth' 
and 'big'. It also means 
‘because of’ and ‘reason’, 
| like to remember it by 
thinking that a big mouth 


causes problems (although, 


in this case, means ‘to 
surround’). 


[B] to return Chui?) 
This character is a 
combination of a small 
‘mouth’ and ‘to surround’. 
Imagine that it depicts 

a swirling whirlpool, 
continuously turning 
back on itself. 


b ARA RAREGRARGRRRRARRARRSSTRERRRRARADRRGRRARRARGRASERAGARRAEARSAARARRRRAERSPRPREEASRRAARRAPARARARAARERRAGSRARSRRRHAdGRaAGSRAZSAMRSdAARGAARE RACRARRPSARRGAASEGRRRRRGGEAASdAAÉGGRGARPLZRAGARGdRA4dAPRdA-RpRRASSREAREARRARRRdARARRGLAGSAFAEZxRARRRRAGRHSTPRARABÀRRGRARRaRdéàsPREEPRRARRASPHAASPRRAaRPnARRPHEPERPRRTREPRSERRSRRALRARN-4r4bm 


AD population 
(ren* kou?) 

When we start counting 
how many mouths we 
need to feed, we are 
talking about population. 
person + mouth = 
population 


ENT morality 

(ren? pin?) 

Remember, it is always 
wise to judge the quality 
of a person on the basis 
of their morality. 

person + quality = morality 


BIA Hui people 

(hui? ren?) 

'Hui' is used to refer to 
Chinese speakers of 
Muslim ancestry. They 

are one of the fifty-six 
recognized ethnic groups 

in China. to return * person 
= [literally] returned people 
- Hui people 


ARR mermaid 

(ren? yu*) 

In ancient China, this 
phrase referred to the 
giant salamander. Today 
it means ‘mermaid’. 
person + fish = [literally] 
fish person = mermaid 
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person 


Li 
à 


Pe eee PP SET PPS PETE SOUP SSS PES SESE ESSE RESET E STE SEES SESE PERSE TE PSST PSST PEST See PRT ee eT Pee thee he d 


person 


to return 


population 


eee ete er eee ee ee eee eT eee eee ree Pe A 
lit 


Hui people 


person 


mermaid 


quality 
ERA AAA SES AAA AA AAA FAA 


e 


person 


IITLTTIITITTIIIITITITTETITIT FTT PA 


RA fish (yu?) 
Traditionally a fish shape 

in oracle-bone and seal 
inscriptions, this character 
originally referred to ‘an 
aquatic vertebrate’, but 
has since been extended 
to mean ‘fish’. Its simplified 
form is 8. 


ee ee rT) ost tones Cardiaca ASI II re eee ee eee CAPA 
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The regular form of this 
character is 'big' X with 

an additional dot on the 
upper right side. The 
earliest form in oracle-bone 
inscriptions was a drawing 


of a dog, with the extra 


stroke representing its tail. 


KIKUU EIA AAA e. sn rre 


3 dog (quan”) 
This character is the 
form of ‘dog’ that is 
used as a component 
in certain compounds. 
See ‘to stroll’ on p. 113 
for an example. 


ta = 
' 
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D 


OS HS amt e. -= "11 =s =a — —— € oe +4. -a * j -— 3 " 
ats hs Aina bE FS SSE EERE FESS SS ee 8 A 


to bark to cry utensil 


IR to bark (fei^) 
This character is a 
combination of ‘mouth’ 
and ‘dog’. When a dog 
opens its mouth to emit 
a sound, it is barking. 


9€ to cry (ku) 
This character is a 
combination of ‘dag’ 
n ta bani | and two ‘mouth’ building 
> vhs ies E “is WEM Saves pr ea TERR M MEE 
sound of a human sounds 
similar to the whine of a 
dog, this character means 
to cry’. 


aa utensil (ai^) 

This character is a 
combination of 'dog' 

and four ‘mouth’ building 
blocks. It can also mean 
‘instrument’. 


big to cry ; 
A A eee cee KIR to bark loudly 
| r Au 4 Y 
y (da^ fei*) 


big + to bark = [literally] 
big bark = to bark loudly 


K to cry out 

(da^ ku) 

This phrase can also 
mean ‘to burst into tears’. 
big + to cry = [literally] 
big cry = to cry out 


utensil ; X88 achievement/ 


achievement/generosity generosity (da^ qi^) 
This phrase can also mean 
'great talent'. big * utensil 
[literally] big utensil 
achievement 


H 


wili kwali aisha JI la Wa Jah | 11llljls———LLLLLLLILILLLLILLLLJILZLZLLL IL LLLI A A AMI LI IIILLIDLIZIILINIIIIIIIII..LIIFLIIILLLIPILLIPILILITIILISILILLILILILITIIILIILILITT T 
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2. fire Chuo”) 

The building block for 

‘fire’ represents a central 
flame with a smaller spark 
on either side. It reminds 
me of a campfire. | like to 
remember this character 
by thinking about a person 
waving their arms, saying, 
“Help! l'm on fire!’ — — 
SEIS Mer peu rcu REI NER DEE 
^ fire (huo?) 

This character is the 

form of ‘fire’ that is used. 
asa component in certain 
compounds. When you 
see a compound with this 
character, it is normally - 
related to fire or something 
hot. See 'lamb' on p. 41 
for an example of this 
character. 


A TA EnrRaand ee ee ee ee ee er) 
pem H Y j y F4 = [ = ESA eee eee o li 11 Een mi i im niil le Wa minii B ur edm c ld un m ee a ae iin 1 ar Ls TIR NT TS mkh de 
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burning hot 


Group 


pr ; | 2 
% burning hot (yan ) 
This compound comprises 
two 'fire' building blocks 
stacked on top of each 
other. They are burning 
twice as hot as before. 
This character also means 
‘inflammation’. 


jon flames (yan?) 
The building block for 


‘fire’ represents one flame. 


Multiply that by three and 
you have a roaring fire. 


LAF 


RY / 


flames 


{E group Chuo”) 

In ancient China, fires 
were used mainly for 
cooking and for warmth. 
When people gathered 
around the fire, they were 
considered to be part of 
the group. 


ta eat 


17 to eat (dan’) 

This character is a 
combination of ‘mouth’ 
and ‘fire’. lt means ‘to eat’ 
or ‘mouthful’. Chinese 
food, especially food from 
Sichuan Province, can be 
very spicy, like a fire in 
your mouth as you eat. 


CABECERA AIRE AI ARI IAEA Tree TTT Per rrr AAA AAA IAE AAA IRA AAA IFA AAA AAA aa WA Aa AA Aa AA AA AAA Aa AA AA AAA AA IIA 
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HEB blazing 

(yan? yan?) 

A blazing fire burns with 
incredible heat. You see 
this character used to 
describe weather, e.g. 


‘blazing summer’ RR 
5 H. burning hot + 
burning hot = blazing 


Tk flames of fire 

(yan^ yan”) 

This phrase might seem 

redundant, but there are ; burning hot. burning hot. 
different types of flame, E 
such as flames of passion. 
flames + flames = flames 
of fire 


HAL folks 

(da^ huo?) 

In ancient China, to light 
the fire meant that it 

was time to cook. People 
who would gather around 
the fire to eat together 
were ‘partners’, ‘mates’ 
or ‘companions’. 

big + group = folks 


“plazing) 


fla mes flames 


LEE SE Spip ADA ADA LEE ADD cierra rl 


ETA $ a anar árida TOS. 


flames of fire 
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A lesson in burning anger! 


Fire (X) is one of the five elements in traditional Chinese 
medicine. Each person is born with a unique composition of all 
five elements; it is this unique blend of elements that forms the 
basis of your personality and constitution. The ‘qi’ (vital force) 
of the five elements waxes and wanes in daily and seasonal 
cycles. The theory behind Chinese medicine is that a person 
becomes sick owing to an imbalance of these elements. 


Practitioners of traditional medicine believe that when there 
is an imbalance of the fire element, it results in a person 
suffering from anxiety, restlessness and insomnia. So the 
element of fire is associated with a person's temper. 
Theoretically, when a person's fire accumulates, so does 

the person's temper. They become angry! 


E 
Ü"aaeautapesaecasasppéécgpssécaadcéuchrdasdciads aad die EA A IAS 


big fire 


EAT EEES AAA AAA EAT 


KK angry 
(huo3 da?) 


When a person burns with 
rage, we can assume that 
they are angry. This is quite 
an informal term. fire + big 
= angry 


KX big fire 


(da^ huo?) 


A very simple phrase, 
big + fire = big fire 


SERFS FSS Sse SE 
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AK tree (mu?) 


The building block for ‘tree’ 
represents a tree trunk 
with hanging branches. 
When this character is 
used as an adjective, it 
refers to a wooden texture. 
When it is used to describe 
a person, it means ‘clumsy’, 
‘dumb’ or ‘numb’. 


d-mbsdddbqaseqsbRRRRRRERTSSPPLATEEARETRUMA RSE Rk ae OE CASES OEE TI ESE eee A ES SOR moe d m P OW rog A mcd uo boh Se opp ra P PANT LOPE SET EEE EE Ree ERE TTT OE Pe © 
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woods 


foundation 


Tk woods (lin?) 


Two trees together make 

a wood, which is greater 
than a single tree. This 
character is also a common 
surname, pronounced ‘Lin’. 
It's actually my mother’s 
surname. 


AR forest (sen) 


Three trees make a forest, 
which is greater than a tree 
or a wood, When used as 
an adjective, this character 
means ‘dense’, just like a 
thick cluster of trees. 


forest 


AS. foundation (ben?) 


The foundation of a 
house is the first step 

in its construction, and 
traditionally foundations 
were made of wood. 
This character also 
means ‘origin’. 


to come 


Jk to come (lai?) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘tree’ and 
two ‘person’ building 
blocks. In ancient China, 
‘to come’ was represented 
by a character based on 
wheat, which had been 
brought to China from 
Europe. The simplified 
form is 3K. 


=s tees 
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AS BR originally 
(ben lai?) 


origin + to come 
= originally 


AS. A. one's self 


(bens ren?) 


Remember: a person's 
origin often influences 
their sense of self. 

origin + person = [literally] 
person's origin = one's self 


RA messenger foundation/origin to come i 

(lai? ren?) RN oi 
originally 

Before the age of 

electricity, all messages 

had to be sent by person. 

This is quite an old- 

fashioned or poetical 

phrase. to come + 

person = messenger 


ve 


h 


; foundation/origin person 


one’s self 


i to come person : 


MILLIUM AAA PETER LECCE LD T EET i 


messenger 


TITI LITA ee AA ASI AA AA AAA ee A 1S SESE POTEET OHI SNS 0S OSTNS ONG T A A PASE Se SAA 
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Four ways furious 


Is Chinese written horizontally or vertically? 


Chinese can be written in either direction. | | 
You can read from left to right, right to left, | | 
or top to bottom. The only direction you : | 
won't find is bottom to top. | 
Today the most common style is from left to | : 
right, in the same way that English, French, | | 
Spanish or German are read. ; ; 
, » 
In some ancient literature or on road signs in : l 


China, you will sometimes see phrases written : 
from right to left. This can prove to be odd when 


you have literature that mixes both English and | d ec pr lo NI 
Chinese. | once saw a book cover that had the | 
English title running from left to right and the 
Chinese title running from right to left! 


If you are trying to read vertically (for example, M ALL DAC 
you quite often have to do this If you are reading 

scrolls), then you would read from right to left, | ieee essent m Y O ee 
starting with the first vertical line on the right ceni? A A E CA 
from top to bottom, and then moving towards 
the left of the scroll. 


Fw * E 
a i © 
r^ a 


KANA | am furious 

(ben? ren? huo” da^) 

one's self + angry = 

[literally] one is angry = | am furious 


a " ë + a 
= fc ` : * 
: ouncdation/origin person Ire Ic : 
a * 
s * 
"sad d eT Teor Terr ree re ry SGT de CPS LSTA TPP ee [IITIIII ite em PP tte chee eee IILIIIITTT CPSP PLT AAA PEGESREBRRGASAERRAEEARRRNEGRARZSEZGAERPSAEFRATESRSEGRASSRERSTSREPRETEPFERTARFPEARSRRRR GRE GRa 


| am furious 


A A IS 


WRITING DIRECTION 35 


A A IS 


apricot 


not yet 


75 apricot (xing*) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘tree’ and 
‘mouth’. | would wait under 
a tree with my mouth 
open to catch an apricot. 
The character also means 
‘almond’. 


PAPI DIM [TII 
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ZR idiot (dai) 

This character is another 
combination of 'tree' and 
‘mouth’. Nothing is more 
idiotic that the thought 
of a talking tree! The 


character also means ‘dull’. 


idiot 


FE not yet (wei*) 


In ancient inscriptions, 
this character depicted 

a realistic tree, with leaves 
and foliage indicating an 
ever-growing, living tree. 
The character also means 
‘future’. 


end 


AR end (mo^) 


It looks as if the topmost 
branches of this tree have 
plateaued, Indicating that it 
has ended its growth. Make 
sure that the upper line is 
longer than the lower one! 


| not yet to come 


* 
sia asia AAA FA dE dBpRASGERRSESEBBRGRSREPBSRSEESBISRhabESERRSHS IIITTIILITITTITTTITLI 


future 


; to return 


to come 


WASIA AA AA CERRAR AREA A IS 


to come back 


uu E 


: to come to return i 


* 
Sst ube 000998 LETTE Le A AECA eee PC eee iii iii rra A 


round trip 


woods ] 


: apricot 


"aad Cc FAA Pi rr KIA Kua = 


medical industry | 


E] 
Cet re rrr 


SECRET CCGA PEER PCR RE CSS SS SE SSS SSS SS SSH SSH SESS SHE SHES SSE AAA PLT PT PP A A a 


AR BK future 


(wel? lai2) 


not yet + to come = future 


[B] 3K to come back 
(hui? lai2) 


to return + to come = 
[literally] to return from 
where you have come = 
to come back 


3K [Bl round trip 
(Tai? hui2) 


to come + to return = 
[literally] to return to 
where you have come = 
round trip 


AS AK medical 


industry (xing? lin2) 


Today it is easy to forget 
that all medicine was 
once derived from nature, 
and made from products 
from the forest, such as 
fruits, herbs and leaves. 
apricot + woods = source 
of medicine = medical 
industry 
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CPPCC Cee Tee AAA 
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1K rest (xiu!) 


This character is a 
combination of 'person' 
and ‘tree’. | like to 
remember it by imagining 
a person resting against 
a tree. 


475 body (ti?) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘person’ 
and 'foundation'. A person's 
foundation is their body. 
This is the simplified form; 
the traditional form is RB. 


rest body 


AE human body 
(ren? tis) 


person * body - 
human body 


X in general 
(da^ tis) 


This phrase can be used 
to mean 'in general', 

'more or less' or 'basically'. 
big + body = in general 


« / d 
E person body ; 


* 
eee Peer AA AAA IIA RARA IA HEAR AAA LI TAA Ar 


human body 


body 


a 
{Seb C dee KA AA LLILILIAJILLLILILLL OE Se SS SE EES SESS EES SETAE SSS AAA TASS TAA PE VAIS CAE PPT eee A 


in general 


LLLI LEZE BEBDEBSEOASIGESTSEETTIBESERFLEFLQSASETÓSRAAL4SEEdERsh54sghdbédhbctucskpss&bbdbmRGRRPRHRGSRESRRRBERSRPBRRSSGSEBRBPBESPBSPSSSRBAGESARBERESRTSESESESESESESTETESBTESASABRETASPRPTSRBRPTE LILIIIII] PASAT PPT PAT Pe PT PAT PASTE ree Pee LA | i a a TAPAS 
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TT bamboo (zhu) 


This building block 
resembles two bamboo 
stalks with leaves. 


M 
E stupid (ben ) 


This character is. a 
combination of 'bamboo' 
and 'foundation', and also 
means ‘foolish’. Depending 
on the company you keep, 
itcan be a very useful 
character. In Chineasy, 

no student will feel E, 
because Chinese is so easy! 


hcik4eaf&aestkikafad o pees is d di qe quip qeu e es qut aq qp pr gm jet e qa tim doom d mac aegro p uror; pw na Y qu po * a RÀ M go et Fen qm RR Rede Pr IA PIAR UFI pi rr pers pra paras pss ANA IL 


BAMBOO BUILDING BLOCK TU 


PST A A ee eee ee ep ee PE A A hom 


40 SHEEP BUILDING BLOCK 


= beautiful (mei?) BE fresh (xian) 


This character is a This character is a 
combination of ‘sheep’ combination of ‘fish’ on 
and ‘big’. In ancient China, the left and ‘sheep’ on the 
sheep were considered right. Originally it referred 
auspicious. This compound to a fish breed, but today 
is also an abbreviation for has been extended to 

the USA (see p. 79). mean ‘fresh’, 


3& lamb (gao’) 


This character is à 
combination of 'sheep' and 
‘fire’. It represents a lamb 
over a fire, which in certain 
parts of China would 

have been how lamb was 
prepared. 


n% bleating of sheep 
(miel) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘mouth’ 
and ‘sheep’, and refers to 
the sound emitted from 
a sheep's mouth - ‘baa’. 


PEE ee ee a E E LA i EE EE Ee le SEGA Pap e e ee eh ee eh OO eh ee SE PES he oe AA Ee ee E aa a a 
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HI mountain (shan) 
The character for ‘mountain’ 
represents the peaks of a 
mountain range. 


IIA et re ee d pra idm b be ee hp a a ee ee TT et LA Beire brip KA pi Ti ppp pi he hed E p hn ke hk SE ESE EEE EEE EEE EEE SEE EET REE TEE EE ee YA 
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to get out 


immortal 


H to get out (chu) 


In the past, the Emperor 
sent people in exile beyond 
the mountains. As a result, 
this character used to 
mean ‘exit’. Today it means 
‘to get out’. 


Mii to cry out in anger 
(duo!) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘mouth’ 
and ‘mountain’, and can 
also mean ‘noise of rage’. 


to cry out in anger 


two mountains 


Ali immortal (xian) 
This character is a 
combination of ‘person’ 
and ‘mountain’. Remember 
that a man who lives as 
long as a mountain will 
appear immortal to 

other men. 


Lll two mountains 
(shen!) 


This compound can either 
be a surname or refer to 
two mountains. It's another 
rare character that you can 
use to show off to your 
Chinese friends. 
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HO exit 
(chu! kous) 


A mouth that tells you 
where to get out is an exit. 
to get out + mouth = exit 


LH BE to come out TEELE 


(chu! lai2) 


This is such an easy 
phrase, to get out + to 


come = to come out METI] 


tH mn to publish 
(chu! pin3) 


How do you get a 
product out to the 
people? You publish it, 
of course! to get out + 
product = to publish 


to get out to come 


= 
= 
AREA ERES EAS O O O E O. 


to come out 


; to get out quality/product Í 


* 
"aad d d bio Pe Se PE ba LETALES FESS LANA LES LAA LALA LLL AE LARA EEE SEE SS Es Ss ed ES ES = 


“to publish 


PLCC AAA Ce AAA AAA AAA A EA II IA AA A SAA 
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XX) volcano 
(huo* shan’) 


fire + mountain = volcano 


KUA crater 
(huo* shan! kou?) 
volcano + mouth = 
[literally] the mouth 
of the volcano - crater 


ARK LL] dormant 
volcano 

«| 
(xiu' huo” shan’) 
mountain 
ho cion eoemeriacid Ri TA EEA AR f rest + volcano = [literally] 


volcano at rest volcano = dormant 
volcano 


fi 
Se PSPS SE EE Oe 


mountain mouth 


y 
1 AA A E A AS 


crater 


fire moutain 


AE KAHAMIA E GGROR d raa Wido TR RR WR QR ARR TIT Tse Ph LENGA a HEEE AIRES ARA AAA RES 


dormant volcano 


A 
AS 


SFP SSS SSS B OROR RGR ROS S ROROROR OR BOR OS A SOS RARA APA AAA AA AAA LEAF AA 
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Z woman (nuž) 


This character traditionally 
depicted an outline of 
a woman kneeling on 
the floor, showing her 
obedience to a man. | am 
very frustrated by the 


origin of this character! 
When used as an adjective, 
it means ‘female’. 


[IITIIITIIII 
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Why two women together 
means ‘argument’ 


Sadly, it seems that when women are together, they quarrel. 
The character showing two women together represents 
‘argument’. This meaning is a product of Chinese history. 


In the old days, it was inevitable that women in Chinese 
households ended up arguing. For hundreds of years, Chinese 
married couples lived together with their parents-in-law and 
the rest of their extended family, lt was not unusual for four 
generations to live under the same roof. And sometimes 
mothers-in-law took revenge on their daughters-in-law for 
‘stealing’ their sons. It was also common practice for wealthy 
Chinese men to have several wives (for example, my great- 
grandfather, who was a landlord in Taiwan, had three). To make 
sure that their own sons would inherit the lion's share of their 
husband's wealth, mistresses and wives sometimes ganged up 
on the newest concubines that their husbands brought home. 
No wonder that domestic conflict was often the norm! 


By now you may have noticed that, in Chinese, a character rarely 
appears by itself. You often need to add another character in 
order to clarify the meaning in different contexts. Many phrases 
are constructed by repeating a character. On the next page, 

you will learn that Wk means ‘younger sister”, In real life, you will 
more frequently see UR TR (where Uk is repeated) to express 
‘younger sister’. This is very common practice in the Chinese 
language; see the example on p. 156. The meaning of the phrase 
is made absolutely clear by repeating the character. Other 
examples you will see in this book are AX Ceveryone’, p. 21), 
AK Cevery day’, p. 21), AA Cin vain’, p. 63), 18 15 Cmama'; 
see ‘mother’, p. 77) and INI Cgrandfather'; see ‘public’, p. 141). 


As inthe case of many English words, a character may have 
different meanings depending on whether it is used as a noun, 

a verb or an adjective. For example, Z is ‘woman’, but when 
talking about ‘a woman’, you will more frequently see the phrase 
ZA (p. 49), where Z isthe adjective ‘female’ and A is the 
noun ‘person’. 


Another example is ‘forest’. The character FR on its own 
means 

‘forest’ (p. 33), but when we talk about ‘a forest’, we often use 
the phrase RRA (p. 156), where AR is the adjective ‘forest-like’ 


used to describe the noun AK ‘woods’. . 
A final example is ‘tomorrow’. The character BH can mean 


‘bright’, 

‘brightness’ or ‘tomorrow’ (p. 57). But you more frequently see 
the phrase BA A used to refer to ‘tomorrow’ (p. 59), where BA 
is used as an adjective to describe the noun H ‘day’. 


WOMAN COMPOUNDS 


tir argument 
MURAI two women 
were believed to be unable 
to be in the same room 


without arguing. 


$À adultery (jian 


Any man with three women 
is cheating on someone. 


Sette tetas T 


47 


to obey 


daughter 


Y to obey (ru?) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘woman’ 
and ‘mouth’. A woman in 
ancient China didn’t speak 
her own opinions, she 
obeyed. This compound 
also means ‘is like’ (see 

p. 65) and ‘if (see ‘to 
forgive’, p. 87). 


Ik younger sister 
(rnei^) 

This character is a 
combination of ‘woman’ 
and 'not yet', so the literal 
translation is ‘not yet a 
woman’. It is used to refer 
to a younger sister. 
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younger sister 


greed 


daughter (nan!) 
This character is a 
combination of ‘woman’ 
and ‘to surround’. Young 
girls were traditionally 
kept in their family homes, 
surrounded by their family, 
to protect their modesty 


for their eventual marriage. 


BE greed (lan?) 

This character is a 
combination of ‘woods’ 
and ‘woman’. It also means 
‘a great number’ or ‘a lot’. 
A lot of woman’ means 
‘greed’ - that’s so negative! 


¡Meza fairy (xian! 


BAA the mythical 
immortals, fairies are most 
associated with women. 
immortal + woman = fairy 


ZA woman 


(nu? ren?) 


A female person is a 
woman. woman/female 
+ person = woman 


HER eldest 


| immortal woman younger sister 
fairy (da* mei*) 


Family hierarchy was 
extremely important in 
ancient China. Authority 
was based on age and 

sex. Men ruled the family 
hierarchy in age order, 
continuing with the women 
from eldest to youngest. 
The second youngest 
sister in the family would 
therefore be one above 

the lowest-ranking 
member of the family. 

big + younger sister = 
[literally] big younger sister 
= eldest younger sister 


woman/female person 


Oe he OE Oe EER ee TU UTATA ULI IIA AAA ESE SS SESS HRC E KSEE ie 


big younger sister 


a 
dee ok Wo i ETISTIEIT TEIL 


eldest younger sister 


FA bird (niao5) 

In oracle-bone and 

seal inscriptions, this 
character depicted a bird. 
The modern character 
represents a bird with four 
talons and a hanging tail 
feather. The simplified form 
of this character is Ey. 


PPh + PPPOE 
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ZA feather (yu?) 

| think it is obvious that 
this character looks a lot 
like a feather! 


itt RE * "e L es 1008 i ii 4 it i 46. 2d è LILIILLLILILLLLILII ee AAA PEREDA HPT LPH PHP AAA eg PE OSS AAA iia LES AIRIS S CSF AAH PHC SHAS Ascari ide 


H sun (ri^) 

In oracle-bone and seal 
inscriptions, the character 
for 'sun' was a circle with 

a dot in the middle. It 

has since evolved to look 
very similar to a Western 
window. This character also 
means ‘day’. 


KUBAKA EEE E WAUA AS A AO AA III 
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sunrise sparkles 


east to check 
= | | 
H sunrise BB sparkles E east (dong?) #F to check (cha?) 
ana T | TR ! ; ; Dý: ; 
(Aa is um easy compound {HEIA form of sparkles This character is a The original meaning of 
to remember, as it depicts was written as three circles, combination of ‘tree’ and this character was 'raft'. 
the sun rising above the two on the bottom and one 'sun'. The sun rises in the To check and explore 
line of the horizon. on top, and meant ‘brilliant’ East, and a man would what lies beyond the 
or 'glittering'. have first glimpsed the horizon, you need a raft 
sun through the trees. of some sort. 


The simplified form is aim 


CABECERA AIRE IAEA AAA IIA AA AAA AAA AI IAEA RR AAA AA AAA AAA AAA AAA AAA AAA AAA AAA NAAA IAEA IA 
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HI EJ Shandong 
Province 

(shan! dong!) 
Shandong is the name 
of a province on the east 
coast of China. It has a 
population of 96 million 
people, and is one of the 
most important cultural 
areas of China. It is the 
historic centre for Taoism 
and the birthplace of 
Confucius. Its name 


TE Basi of the : mou ntain Casi 

mountains’, comes from — re ae 
the province's location Shandong Province 

to the east of the Taihang 

Mountains. 


WURA person from 


Shandong Province 
(shan! dong! ren?) 
east of the mountains + 
person = [literally] person 
from east of the mountains 
= person from Shandong 
Province 


URZAA 


woman from 
Shandong Province 
(shan! dong! nus ren?) — mountain person 


AAA IA AAA AAA AAA AAA Aid AAA AAA AAA AAA AAA Ada 


east of the mountains + person from Shandong Province 
woman = [literally] woman 

from east of the mountains 

= woman from Shandong 

Province 


j mountain 


person 


- 
Fo ee EE A Ee ALTA TP PSH PLP LP ee a 


woman from Shandong Province 
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H A Japan 

(ri^ bens) 

Japan is known as the 
‘land of the rising sun’ in 
English. Japan lies to the 
east of China, which is 
where the sun rises. 

sun + origin = [literally] 
origin of the sun = Japan 


BARA 


Japanese person 
(rit ben? ren?) 


sun foundation/origin ; Japan + person = 
APTA A O Japanese person 


pant ar 
(ri^ ben? nu? 
ren?) 

Japan + woman = 
Japanese woman 


sun foundation/origin person 


POT eee TT eee ee eee ARRA RR er AR RAM | ed he a i Pt en CFPC SSC SSE AA se ER EEE EERE ee T 


Japanese person 


sun foundation/origin woman perso : 


L 
[ITTITITTIIIII aadscas$dsqravchbsbdbprhbébppspbphkd d dd dore AAA AAA AAA VETERANA AAA ANA FAA E AAA AA LAA EEE EEE ESE EEE EEE LILLILII sasabecehtsbbpésscadbsasaápshbeshaada* 


Japanese woman 


E A A TIL SAA ULLA ILLI 
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A moon (yue*) 

The building block for 
moon originally derived 
from a pictogram of the 
crescent moon. It has now 
evolved to be a visual 
counterpart to 'sun'. 

This character also 

means ‘month’, 


EJ = H flesh (rou*) 
The building block for ‘flesh’ 


(or ‘meat’) FA) looks almost 
identical in its compound 
form to ‘moon’. Can you 
tell the difference between 
the two characters? It is 
nearly impossible, but the 
difference is usually made 
evident by the meaning 

of the compound. If you 
see FJ or A as part of a 
character on a restaurant 
menu, it is likely to refer to 
some part of an animal - 
although not necessarily 

a part that you would like 
to eat. 


poco dmm de de ed p od a pe y ea SS SSS A AAA AA Se SS SSS ESS 
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LI dll. 


+. +e 


-t-te 


ttc 


GO (6 xGGmc AA AAA Ro RAE RO 4ORÓRRORESG ROROGRGR GE S d 


VETE tee he st cs. pos 


friend 


gall bladder 


BH friend (peng% 


In oracle-bone inscriptions, 
this character depicted two 
bunches of shells, which 
were used at the time as a 
form of currency. 


BF bright (ming?) 


When the sun and moon 
shine together, it creates 
a character meaning 
‘bright’ or ‘brightness’. 
This character also 
means ‘tomorrow’; see 
the explanation on p. 47. 


AB gall bladder 
(dan?) 

This character is a 
combination of 'flesh' 
and 'sunrise'. This is 
the simplified form; the 
traditional form is He. 
Both forms can also 
mean ‘courage’. 


bright 


skin 


ER skin (fu) 

This character is a 
combination of ‘flesh’ 
and ‘man’. A man’s 
flesh is his skin. This is 
the simplified form; the 
traditional form is je. 


MOON COMPOUNDS 5/ 


#5 H to find out 
(cha? chu!) 


to check + to get out = 
[literally] to check out = 
to find out 


£r BH to ascertain 
(cha? ming?) 

to check + bright = 
[literally] to clarify what 
you check = to ascertain 


E A in the 
coming Do cere em ase CER ddp NS TS 
| hay 
HWER bidck for to find out 
'sun' can also double as 
the character for ‘day’. 
to come + day = in the 
coming days 
ILE. cni 
to check 


AAA AA AAA IIA AAA AE AAA A AAA 


to ascertain 


to come sun/day 


A A O EA III AAA HSE Sh hah COEDS AI A 


in the coming days 


PSPS ESHEETS ST EE PSDP CR SEERA A A SSH PSSST HSE ESSE ESS TESST SESS SS SSE TSS SS SS PSSST HHT Ph hee AI eT eee eee TIERNA 


38 SUN/MOOON PHRASES 


4 
: su n/day : 
Hi * 
* ! 
4 g 
LTITITITI COR ee A A SL IIELILLILL ALLLLIILILIILIILILIILLLLIIL +e año ed 


tomorrow 


i foundation/origin sun/day 


Ee ee ee ANA TS 


de les, z 
foundation/origin _ moon/month : 
! L t 
* 
i 
agradaba farts) abatir dia ELA T OTS CTO Pe eee CP eee eee eee riel 
CPP Pt eee eee ee eee Bea A LALA 


BH H tomorrow 
(ming? ri^) 
Remember, after a day and 


a night comes tomorrow. 
bright + day = tomorrow 


AS. H today (ben? 
Gridjin + day = today 


ZSA this month 
(Den? yuet) 

Just as the ‘sun’ building 
block can also mean ‘day’, 
so the ‘moon’ building 
block can also mean 
‘month’. origin + month = 
this month 


There AA IIIA IIIA ASIA AAA AE WA AKAHISI KAA 
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L work (gong’) 


In oracle-bone inscriptions. 
this character was 
depicted as a tool shape, 
and its original meaning 
was 'holding a tool' or 
'carpenter's square’. Today 
it has been extended to 
mean ‘work’, ‘labour’ or 
‘skill’. Compounds that 
use this character 
include: 


7r left (zuo*) 
Å right (you?) 
XA wizard (wu!) 


OPC eer A II terre eee ere ee ee te aa T 


person 


worker 


d 


AAA 


artificial 


female worker 


person 


TA worker 
(gong' ren?) 


work + person = [literally] 
working person = worker 
or labourer 


AL artificial 

(ren? dong’) 

person + work = [literally] 
person's work = man-made 
= artificial 


ZL female worker 
(nu? gong’) 

woman + work = 
[literally] woman's work 


or needlework = female 
worker 


AECE 


WORK PHRASES 6l 


H white (bai) 

This character comprises 
the building block for 
‘sun’ with an extra stroke 
on top. In English, when 

a light burns incredibly 
brightly, we say that it is 
‘white light’. The sun is the 
brightest light in our galaxy, 
so just remember that the 
sun burns white, 


TN] IPITITTTTTTIITITTTTTTOTTTTTTTITTITTTTTTTTITTTITTITITTTTTI TI TITTITTTTITTTTUTTTTTTTTTITTTTTTTTTUSTET 
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white person 


ces pd cq Pe sd PET TEETER ee PT eT eT aiid aed doni 


Caucasian 


sky/day 


n 
LLL 1 PAID SSS 5 StS) SSS 1] = 


3 


wa UA WAA AAA 


daytime 


dis a ia AA SSS AA AAA AA ARA AAA AAA AER I AE WS ESR ER ee ee te 


tati iria ts tee ee ee IIA 


= A in vain 


(bai? bai?) 


white + white = 
in vain/for no purpose 


BA Caucasian 
(bai? ren?) 


An alternative but 
derogatory word for 
Caucasian is 'gweilo', 

which means ‘ghost person’. 
white + person = [literally] 
white man = Caucasian 


AX daytime 

(bal? tian’) 

The character for ‘sky’ 
can also mean ‘heaven’ 
or ‘day’. In this instance, 
it means ‘day’. 

white + day = daytime 


to learn/practise 
(xi*) 

This character is a 
combination of ‘feather’ 
and 'white'. It generally 
refers to learning to fly. 
Its simplified form is iJ. 


P CU* WACGRYWAWGRGNNYERSSRENARSRPARERERANREARERA AA 
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tiger (hus) 
The build Idine J bl sack for 


Tiger idioms 


A Oe 


= 1 j ë F 
i shee to enter tiger mout 
= | * 
H E 
Midi AAA aby deere ardido drid EE III ES ab&béasaháiddqsbbhdbdbaàécehadhka barra USAILI AAA ¡Srs NAS PAS 


a lamb in a tiger's den 


FAR H is a famous Chinese idiom that means ‘a lamb in a tiger’s den’. The phrase is a warning against 
entering a dangerous environment and becoming a victim as a result. You will notice that the second 


character, A. ‘to enter’ (ru^), looks similar, to A ‘person’, but its meaning is totally different. The slight 
difference is in the length of the strokes. The right stroke of ‘to enter’ is longer than that of ‘person’. 


as dangerous as a tiger's den 


In this phrase, QO ‘to obey’ means ‘is like’, while RO means ‘tiger's den’. The phrase means ‘as 
dangerous as a tiger's den’. If you see this phrase, keep your wits about you. An extension of this 
ohrase, E ER A Q ‘the crossroad is like the tiger’s den’, is also seen at road crossings to remind 
people to be careful when crossing the road. 


AAA AAA AAA AAA AAA AAA AAA AAA AIR RAI A AAA AAA AAA AA FAA AA 


AA AS 


a E A A O AT TATI ` 


Aesi E IIS 


TIGER IDIOMS 


paia 


AAA 
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m door (men^) 

The building block for 
'door' looks very similar 

to a pair of saloon doors 
from the Wild West. Saloon 
doors may be a much more 
recent invention, but the 
resemblance is uncanny! 
The simplified form is [7]. 


FO OER PES Ar LS SLR IIT STET AAA AAA AAA AAA A ARI AI AAA AAA AA AAA AA AFA AFA AIF IFAI EII FOUTS PESTS TIRA AA 
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to dodge to ask 


space/room leisure 
Bg to dodge (shan?) RE to ask (wen?) R5 space/room (jian!) [5] leisure (xian?) 
Imagine a person runnina This character isa This character is a Before electricity, all work 
through a pair of saloon combination of ‘door’ and combination of ‘door’ and stopped when darkness 
doors, trying to dodge ‘mouth’, To ask a question ‘sun’. In seal script this fell and the moon rose. 
arrest. This character is the door to knowledge. character was Identical This character also means 
also means ‘flash’. The The simplified form is [n]. to al ‘leisure’, so it was ‘idle’, ‘peaceful’ or ‘calm’. 
simplified form is [A]. changed to prevent Alternative forms are pg 

confusion. The simplified and PF] - 


form is IB]. 


AGRORURAEGORAREERTAPERRRSFEHTEAEPRA-RARABARSARRARRRASAGABAZSAAEARMRASEHPEAERAAXAERARAAA-ARCAoRRGRRGAAGRGAESAZAZRSAGAAREGARARAAEA-RAQRRARSHSRERENAERASMRAARAdRAARAdGSEAAGSERAGGER-RARGAERARAARRRGAS&RABARPSGRAPARAARRATARECGARRRERRARSAPATERTRECKETWARSEBEEPFRARAULHEASETRATARARHEBARTAAREETESARSTRAPERREFEPRA 
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K ya front gate 


(da^ men?) 


big + door = [literally] 
big door = front gate 


PA H doorway 
(men” kou?) 

door + mouth = [literally] 
door's mouth = doorway 


KAPJO main 


entrance 

(da^ men? kou?) 

big + doorway = [literally] 
big doorway = main 
entrance 


EAS basicas 
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ESPERA PAI $ ¡+ = 


front gate 


door 


hbase dh Bd ale ls [LET 


doorway 


| us | 


door mouth : 


= 
COPS O 6 GOST TTS SHS 4 SHS HEUTE CEH EE TE PSHE OSH SHS EEE SEE ESE EEE ESET PEE EERE AS AA aria ir - i 


main entrance 


j person 


+ 
Verja ra IRA EPA DADAS LESE EIEEE] 


Y 


i leisure person ; 


* 
MAA FFAA AAA AAA AA IAEA AI EA Ade dia 


idler 


Cd 


to dodge person 


Petes 


a 
SOC AEP ROPE POSED hd OEE Fk els TS EET EE EK EE SS PSS Ed eed ed eee 


to sneak out 


SPCC PSEC RTE Ee CEE TE RSET TS Pee Pee Pe ee KAA Pht hte hese 


Al world 

(ren? jian’ 

person + space = [literally] 
the space for people = world 


BA idler 


(xian? ren?) 


leisure + person = idler 


ya A to sneak out 
(shan? ren?) 

to dodge + person = 
[literally] person dodging = 
to sneak out 


A EGO ee Se SPST Se PSP Ss PTCA Rad paa dE E 
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IK water (shui?) 

The building block for 
‘water’ looks like a winding 
river, with streams entering 
into it on either side. 


7 water (shui5) 

This character is the form 
of 'water' that is used as 

a component in certain 
compounds. It is commonly 
known as = Sk yk. ‘three 
dots of water’, See ‘plain’ 
opposite for an example 

of this character. 


E EA ee eee ee 
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fountain 


Fk wide expanse 
of water (miao?) 


This character comprises 
three ‘water’ building 
blocks. It is logical that 
multiple waters would be 
used to describe a large 
amount of water. 


YT river (jiang ) 
water + work 


YR foam (mo^) 

This character is a 
combination of ‘water’ and 
'end'. Just remember that 
foam is the last form of 
water as it crashes on to 
the shore. 


3X you ( ru) 


water + woman 


foam 


FR fountain (quan*) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘white’ 
and ‘water’. It also means 
‘spring’. Remember that 
fresh spring water often 
comes from melting snow, 
which is white. 


YN to bathe (mus) 
water + tree 


plain 


I 
YR plain (dan^) 

This character is a 
combination of 'water' and 
‘burning hot’. It also means 
‘light’, ‘bland’, modest, 
‘essential’ or ‘tasteless’. 


» to drip (lin?) 


water + woods 


aoe 889 eb ee 54 pee A ee De ee AAA aA R RA AAA AAA AA IDA ee pg A E o a A AA A AA AA a a ira 
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7K dh crystal 

(shui? jing’ 

In this phrase, the ‘water’ 
building block alludes to 
the clear nature of water. 
water + sparkles = crystal 


[17K saliva 


(kou? shui?) 


sparkles ; 


E 13 
Passar +5 o See 2 RE 


mouth + water = saliva 


SH 7K fresh water 
(dan? shui?) 


This is also the name of 
a town in the north of 


Taipei County, Taiwan. 3313 A 


plain + water = fresh water 


wA guiet month 
ar Dee: AA 
(dan" yue”) 

A typical mA in China 
is July, which is Ghost ARA A A NS AN ANETO 
Month in the Chinese saliva 
calendar. In Asia, Ghost 
Month is an annual month 
of ancestor worship, with 
some similarities to the 
Western Halloween. 

light + month = [literally] 
light month = slack month 
= quiet month for business 


fresh water 


A 


plain/light moon/month 


LIII 


quiet month for business 
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LJK scenery 


(shan! shui’) 
The majority of scenery 
comprises spectacular 
mountains and vast rivers, 
for example, Mount Fuji in 
Japan, Mount Huangshan 

! in China or Ha Long Bay in 
Vietnam, to name a few! 
mountain + water = 


i mountain water ; scenery 


scenery 


AK FS dam 


(shu? men?) 


This phrase was used to 
describe the Watergate 
scandal of the 1970s. 

It is a literal translation 

of the English name given 
to the scandal that resulted 
in President Nixon's 
resignation. 

water + door = [literally] 
water gate = dam 


OR spit 

(kou* mo”) 

mouth + foam = [literally] 
= mouth foam = spit 
ali | LL 

SRIK spring water 
(quan? shui?) 

spring + water = 
spring water 


mouth 
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e cow (niu) 
The original meaning of 
this character was 'ox', but 


since the clerical change in 


writing styles it has meant 
‘cow’. If you see ‘cow’ ina 
character, it tends to relate 
to stubbornness. 


RARA ABARCA AAA AA AAA EEFEP PIDA IAE 


+ cow (niu?) 

This character is the form 
of 'cow’ that is used as 

a component in certain 
compoundis. 


FORA RARA E EE ITITILIPTTTIPTTITIITTIPTIUIITIIITIITITIITTITIITTTITTT 
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SCPC PTH TSR ST Peete Pe bees Pe SPT ESET EERE EE REO ¡EEE AI 


IK + buffalo 


(shui? niu?) 


The water buffalo with 

a large crescent horn is 
a major domestic animal 
used in southern China 
for paddy cultivation. 
water + cow = [literally] 
water cow = buffalo 


K+ longhorn beetle 
(tian! niu?) 

The longhorn beetle is 
black with small white 
spots resembling the 

stars ina night sky. 

sky + cow = [literally] sky 
cow = longhorn beetle 


ü * 
ni bow anar anar AUNAR AFERRA ARRE AS 


buffalo 


sky COW 


longhorn beetle 


E horse (ma?) 

This building block 
traditionally looked like a 
horse on its side. Today 
you can see only the 
horse's torso, tail and legs. 
The simplified form is B. 


docebo ON bom db doom dem o UR E EA 
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ES 


reee 


"Pe aTpPPPEEPRO* Sheree 


question indicator to blame 


to charge in mother 

IS question indicator Fi to blame (ma^) [M] to charge in 45 mother (ma?) 

2 3 
(ma^) This character is a (chuang”) This character is a 
This character is a combination of 'shout' and Pictographically, this combination of ‘woman’ 
combination of ‘mouth’ ‘horse’. It means ‘blame’, character represents a and ‘horse’. 15418 means 
and ‘horse’, It is used at ‘abuse’, ‘curse’ or ‘scold’ horse charging through ‘mama’. The simplified 
the end of a sentence to when used as a verb. The a door. The simplified form is 1. 
indicate that a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ simplified form is 5. form is B]. 


answer should follow. The 
simplified form is na 


Sf Pe AA fata AA LEE E E EOE SS PE a ee) anida ira A A AO baissat LLLLLLLL 
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Rd jade (yu) 
Throughout Asian history, 
jade has been more prized 
than silver and gold both 
monetarily and spiritually. 
The building block for 
‘jade’ comprises a bottom 
stroke representing earth, 
a top stroke representing 
heaven, and a middle 
stroke representing 
heaven's essence on earth. 
In simplified Chinese, 
‘jade’ and ‘king’ are both 
classified as radicals. In 
some characters, the 'jade' 
Æ building block does 
not take the extra dot, 


and so appears as ‘king’ E. 


See 'whole' opposite for an 
example. 


FUERA RA LI BEN [ETTTTIT 


SREP SSCS TETES TEE EE LLL LJ REA 
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king 


áh Ab 


master 


Æ king (wang ) 
Traditionally more prized 
than silver and gold, jade 
was worn by kings and 
nobles throughout Asian 
history, and represented 
the virtues of beauty, grace 
and purity. 


ZE queen (n u wand’) 
woman + king 


country (guo^) 
This character isa 
combination of ‘jade’ and 
‘to surround’. China is the 
country of jade, so it is 
logical that the country is 
alluded to as the ‘land of 
jade’. This is the simplified 
form: the traditional form 


is EX. 


ES =F king (quo wang’) 


country + king 


country 


+ master (zhu?) 


This character originally 
meant ‘wick’ or ‘torch’ 
but today means ‘master’, 
‘owner’ or ‘host’. 


Ga kingdom 
(wang? guo?) 
king + country 


whole 


> whole (quan?) 


This character is a 
combination of 'to enter 
A, and ‘king’ Cin this 
instance, actually ‘jade’). 

It represents belongings 
under a roof. It also means 
‘full’ or ‘treasure’, 


= USA (mei? guo”) 


beautiful + country 
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JI river (chuan’) 


The oracle-bone 
inscription of this character 
represented a river running 
between two shores. Today 
the character comprises 
three vertical lines, 
indicating a flowing river. 

It can also be used to refer 
to the province of Sichuan, 
known for ¡ts four rivers. 


JN state (zhou!) 

Add three dots next to the 
three lines of 'river' to form 
the character for ‘state’. 


boat (zhou) 


This character depicts 
the shape of an ancient 
Chinese wooden vessel, 
which looks similar to a 
punt on a river. 


BOAT ALUM DINI ! El ( IC g] 


q bug (chong’) 


This character was based 
on the curled body of a 
poisonous snake; you can 
almost see the hood of a 
cobra in the character. It 
also means ‘worry, If you 
see this building block in 

a compound character, it 
tends to refer to some sort 
of insect, reptile or shellfish 
- for example, ‘snake’ BE, 
‘frog’ E and ‘clam’ qe. lts 
traditional form is 4 (see 
p. 127). 
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fe tall/length 
(chang*) 

The original form of this 
character depicted a 
person with very long hair, 
indicating ‘being long’ or 
the idea of length. The 
simplified form is 4. 


Pet LoCo IA AI AS AAA aa TS ds 


BR account/bill 
(zhang*) 


This character comprises 
the building block 

for ‘shell’ (see p. 130), 
indicating the meaning, 
and ‘length’, indicating the 
pronunciation (see p. 11). 
Shells are associated with 
wealth, hence the meaning 
of the character. The 
simplified form is DE. 


n 


Kana BA TERRA a RENS bid bp a Pda bud Bod buds md daa hdd qudm d pad AAA SSE LLL SE ESF PST SEES SEES SEE SES EE ESSE ETE TET AAA Lee ILERA LIELA iri Tritt ititi isi tt TITI litt Titi ivtit iret ETETETT FETITE) 
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^ OP 

¿LY heart (xin!) 

This character originally 
depicted a heart, but it 

has since evolved to its 

present form. 


| heart/vertical 
core (xin) 


This character is the form 
of 'heart' that is used as 

a component in certain 

compounds. It is known as 
Bs, the vertical core”. 
See ‘fear’ opposite for an 
example of this character. 


IITTITITIIIIITIIIITIIIILIIIIILIIIIIITIIIIIIIIIITIIIITITIIIIITIIIIIIIIIITIITIITIITIIILDL ILI III rca dsd CELE KEKE EEE "*wehhter PPPS PSS il 2 PFS AM LL LLLI IR didi ee modb P P" QwAG AR EARAR A RT ASIA 
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must 


to forgive 


YA j^ 

must (bi^) 

This character is a 
combination of 'heart' 
and a line () ). The 
original form of the 
compound comprised 

JV and Ẹ, indicating 
‘using wood as a marker’. 


nn. 

Z7 IL contented fan xin’) 
peaceful + heart 

(see p. 93 for ‘peaceful’) 


ft] bored (men) 


This character comprises 
‘heart’ inside ‘door’. Imagine 
that it symbolizes a heart 
that wishes to leave 
because it is bored. 

The simplified form is ba. 


^ z 
^v be careful (xiao xin) 
small + heart 
(see p. 132 for ‘small’) 


ZA to forgive (shu^) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘if’ (see ‘to 
obey’, p. 48) and ‘heart’. 
You must often ask yourself 
if your heart can forgive 

a wrong. It's a slightly scary 
image, however. 


i "i 
> IL whole-heartedly 
(Quan xin!) 
whole + heart 


bored 


fear 


NA fear (pa^ 

This character is a 
combination of 'heart' and 
‘white’. When someone is 
scared or frightened, it is 
often said that they have 
gone white. 
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JJ knife (dao ) 


The earliest form of this 
cnaracter, inoracie-bone 
inscriptions, was à sketch 
of two blades with two 
handles. However, the 
handles have not been 
included in: any farm since 
the clerical change. This 
cnaracter can now be used 
to refer to all items related 
to knives 


Phd Eti SS Sh FSP EH SHR HL SHEE OO HLH tO eR Ot EOD 


| knife (dad) 

This character is the form 
of Knife that is used as 

a component in certain 
compounds. See 'to row’ 
opposite for an example 


of this character. 


at ah LAS 


38 KNIFE BUILDING BLOTH 


to row 


Xi to row (hua) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘weapon’ 
(see p. 124) and ‘knife’. 
As well as ‘to row’ 

(a boat), it can mean 

‘to pull’ or ‘to stroke’. 


w 
4) "U^ to distract 
(fen! xin’) 
to divide * heart 


talkative 


^] to divide (fen) 


This character shows 'knife' 
under the number eight, 
and represents a knife 
cutting something in two, 


4j BH clearly (fen. ming: ) 
to divide + bright 


to divide 


n) talkative (dao) 


This character is a 


to illuminate 


combination of 'mouth' 


and 'knife', indicating 
chatter or noise. 


a} -f- molecule (fen zi) 


to divide + son 
(see p. 96 for 'son') 


BR to illuminate 
(zhao*) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘knife’, 
‘sun’, ‘mouth’ and ‘fire’. 
It means ‘illuminate’ or 
light up’ when used as 
a verb, or ‘bright’ when 
used as an adjective. 


IA TT EP SS Te eee ee AA AAA KE Eee RR RN eS PRESA SCS Eee Pee ee Pe ee 
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UN 


power 


to construct 


JJ power (li) Jn to add (jia) 

This character originally This character is a 

meant ‘plough’. Ploughs combination of ‘power’ 
require powerful animals and ‘mouth’. It also means 
to pull them. The meaning ‘increase’. This is also an 
has been extended to refer abbreviation of California, 
to the power to pull the USA (see below). 

plough. 

p n California 

Cia! zhou') 


California + state 


90 


to ada 


to drive 


zn to construct (jia) 


This character isa 
combination of ‘to add’ 
and ‘tree’. lt means 
‘construct’, ‘build up’ or 


‘stand’ when used as a verb, 


and ‘shed frame’ when 
used as a noun. 
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EE to drive (jia ) 

This character is a 
combination of ‘to add’ 
and ‘horse’. It also means 
‘to ride’. The simplified 
form is 3. 


XX pig (shi?) 

The ancient character 

for ‘pig’, swine’ or “hog 
featured a long snout, a big 
belly, hooves and a tail 


APELADA AIDA ASA ee 


5A pig (zhu!) 

This is the more commonly 
used character for 'pig 
You can still see the 
building-block character 
on the left-hand side of 
this compound. 


PIG BUILDING BLOCH 9] 


™ roof (mian?) 

The building block for 
'roof' is hardly ever seen 
independently of another 
character. It is mostly used 
as a component of many 
characters relating to 
habitation and architecture. 


EE EEEE S EEES E EEEE EEE EE EEE EE E EEEE EEEE E did SE SSS ES SEP SEES ESTES SEES CREE PERSE OSES TERE RRS ERR TESTE PSR ERSTE ET eee eee AEREA FREIRE 
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disaster peaceful 


1 
prison home 

re 1 =m ] ni PA. | " 
JN. disaster (zal) 27 peaceful (an) ££ prison (liao^) E home (jia) 
This character is a This is a more positive Cows and buffalo were In ancient China, pigs 
combination of ‘roof’ compound featuring used as beasts of burden. were raised indoors to 
and ‘fire’. | think anyone the building block for The original meaning of this keep them safe. Pias in 
with a burning roof would ‘woman’, Remember that, compound was ‘pen’, but the house then became 
consider it a disaster! This traditionally, a peaceful it has since been extended associated with a bountiful 
is the simplified form; the home was one run by to mean ‘prison’ when used home. Ui: oo also 

as a noun. means 'family'. 
traditional form is pu a woman. X 
a combination of 'river' 
and ‘fire’. 
IKK flood (shui zai) "3X fire disaster XX natural disaster KK everybody 
water + disaster (huo? zai fire + disaster (tian! zai sky + disaster (da^ jia) big + home 


AA AA AA AA AA AA AA BASE FEAR AAA AENA AFA IA AA A AAA TETTE] adria AAA AAA AAA ee PPMP Pe Ph AE AA Poe TT iret EE] ILIITTITIPTITITI 
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24242424442442444444 
INI VIVI e£ 
VIVI VIVI NINI 
22224 | vy21222 22, 
11114 NA—=1 1144 / 
rrtIN|kLL1 111411 
111111111111 4141 
1111111111144 141 


CE bbbCbbCbhbhhhlhel 


FE rain (yu*) 

This character depicts 
water falling from the sky. 
The top horizontal line (7) 
represents the sky, while 
the figure | ] represents 
the space outside a city. 

As a whole, the character 
alludes to 'water scattered 
outside the city’, 


AEREA AAA 


(das yuz) 


1111411414 
11114144 


big 


AT BARA ERE ir 


rain shower 


big + rain = [literally] 
big rain = rain shower 


FB 7K rainwater 


(vus shuis) 


rain + water = rainwater 


RAK rainforest 


Cyus lin2) 


44 
14 4 
44 


rain + woods = rainforest 


44444444 
/4 
vs 
111114414 


14 
YZ, 


kd 
ett het Sees AAA Airis ee ee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 2 


rainwater 


111111144 


woods Í 

d 

ry 

PP rr E 


rainforest 
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F son (zi5 

The earliest form of this 
character, in oracle-bone 
inscriptions, depicted a 
baby with a head, two 
arms and one leg, and 
meant ‘baby’ or ‘infant’. 
The character has now 
been extended to mean 
‘son’ or ‘child’. 


In addition to the 'son/ 
child’ meaning, f is often 
used as a suffix for single- 
syllable nouns or when 
referring to small objects. 
See, for example, the 
phrase ‘day’ opposite. 
In such instances, it is 
pronounced ‘zi’. 


pad - adicionar rs ee bbs = OS LII capa ma 
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good character 


plum twins 
SF E i à FF twins œi 
good (hao”) -f- character (zi) = plum (li^) Y twins (zi) 

This character is a This compound is à This character is a This character comprises 
combination of ‘woman’ combination of ‘roof’ and combination of ‘tree’ two ‘son’ building blocks. 
and ‘son’. In ancient China, ‘son’. When boys are born and ‘son’. Plums were Twins were considered a 
the foremost requirement under a roof, it means a considered a symbol of sign of either good luck 
of a good woman was growth of population, which endurance in ancient China, or bad luck, depending 
to bear a son in order to perpetuates civilization and 85 their towers bloomed on the region. 
continue her husband's literature. So this means in winter. This is also a 
line. The character can ‘character’ (or ‘word’) in AS CSO SOO 

AA: 4. translated as Li or Lee. 
also mean ‘such’, Chinese literature. 
= SF offspring (zi nu^) Rr prince (wang* zi) H FT day GA zl) Vf. good intention 
son/child + woman king + son sun/day + son (hao? xin") 


good + heart 


ARABIA IEEE IIA IAEA AAA AAA AAA IIA AAA IA AA AAA AIDA AAA GAIA A 
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eye (mu?) 
Traditionally, in oracle- 
bone inscriptions, this 
character was eye-shaped, 
but ¡ts form was treated as 
straight lines in seal script. 


¿bear sa AAA NANA LALA. eee 
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oneself odour 


mutual tear 
E oneself (zi^ SX odour (chou*) FB mutual xiang) JB tear (lei) 
This character once meant This character is a This character is a The traditional form of 
'nose', but it now means combination of ‘oneself’ combination of ‘tree’ this character, JR, is a 
‘oneself’, because people and ‘dog’. It originally and ‘eye’. Its composition combination of ‘water’ and 
usually point to their face meant ‘to smell’, because alludes to the idea of ‘perverse’. This simplified 
(specifically their nose) a dog's nose is particularly taking = close look or form is a combination of 
when they talk about sensitive. It has since observing. It has now been ‘water’ and ‘eye’. 
ihamselves. evolved to mean ‘odour’. extended to mean ‘mutual’ 

or ‘image’. 


UA WA KA ee TREE ETRRAAEEPREREPRTYqISFREREPETESRARABARRRERAGSdENRTPREEFETEFPFSPEREIFEIFPTFERTE oto eect eri Toc i eT evar ip oc Totti tire rt trie Tees 
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E hand (shou”) 

In oracie-bone inscriptions, 
the form of this character 
was an abstract depiction 
of five fingers with the 
lower part of the arm 


f hand (shou”) 

This character is the form 
of ‘hand’ that is used as 

a component in certain 
compounds. |t is known as 
EFS, the ‘lifting hand 
See ‘to assist’ opposite 

for an example of this 
character 


4b R4 er a 
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to assist 


to pat 


tk to assist (fur) 


This character’s 
composition symbolizes a 
man being supported by 

a helping hand. It can also 
mean ‘to support’, ‘to help’, 


‘to protect’ and ‘to hold on’. 


HE handrail 
(fu? shou?) 
to assist + hana 


Pee TCP RyRAARR RR RARSrRARRBRRRARRRRGRARSARAARHARRASRRREARERAGSRREARAÁRRRRARARRSRERARRARRARSRRRARRAARARRARARRSRARAARARRRASQSRAARÓSAZGAEG Gd AAA IAEA AAA AAA IAEA AAA AA EIA LAIA EIA AAA diia GG tr 


13 to dress up (ban) 
This character is a 
combination of ‘hana’ and 
‘to divide’. The building 
block on the left indicates 
the meaning, while the 
compound on the right 
indicates pronunciation. 


AF manpower 
(ren? shous) 
person + hand 


JH to pat (pai) 


This character is a 


combination of 'hand' and 
‘white’. 'Hand' indicates the 
meaning; ‘white’ indicates 


pronunciation. 


+F to clap hands 
(pal shou?) 
to pat + nana 


to dress up 


to plagiarize 


Y to plagiarize 
(chaol) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘hand’ and 
‘little’ (see p. 133). lt means 
‘to plagiarize’ or ‘to copy’. 


‘\\#) cheat sheet 
(xlao chaol) 

small + to plagiarize 
(see p. 152 for ‘smal 


to steal 


to tie together 


JA to steal (pa^ 


This character isa 
combination of ‘hand’ 
and the number eight. It 


originally meant ‘to dig out’, 


‘to crawl’ or ‘to crouch’, 
but has been extended to 
mean ‘to steal’. Imagine a 
thief crouching by you and 
digging out your wallet. 


ee AAA 
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+] to fasten (kou?) 


This character is a 
combination of 'hand' 

and ‘mouth’. It has many 
different meanings, 
including the verbs 

‘rein’, ‘knock’, ‘strike’, ‘tap’, 
‘button’, ‘buckle’, ‘deduct’, 
‘detain’, ‘smash’. When used 
as a noun, it means ‘button’. 


to fasten 


H to tie together 
(kunž) 

This character is a 
combination of ‘hand’ 
and ‘enclosure’ BN. 

To remember it, imagine 
a captive's hands tied 
together. 


to seek 


X, to seek (zhao?) 
This character is a 
combination of 'hand' and 
‘weapon (see p. 124), and 
indicates a hand taking up 


arms, perhaps to search for 
an escaped prisoner. 


E to Fly (Fej y 


This character reminds me 
slightly of a hummingbird 
with its long beak. It can 
also mean 'dart' and 'to 
go quickly, This is the 
simplified form; the 


traditional form is FE 


SRA SSR SSE ARA EUR SES rd dot COPS pF OS a RUE be hee hee hom pon dou e ooa oaa » 
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P household (hu) 


This character represents 
a door with one panel 

It can be used to refer to 
either a door or a window, 
but is most commonly 
used to mean ‘household 


lts simplified form is A 


- t 


KP rich household 
(da^ hut) 
big + household 


& poor household 
(pin? hu*) 


poor * household 


See O [ ^4] for Hoor 


Bk P bank account 


(zhang? hu*) 


account + household 


dé IA 
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PX net (wang?) 


This is the simplified form 
of ‘net’. The traditional 
form #4 did not come into 
being until the clerical 
change. The traditional 
form is a combination 

of 'silk' EA on the left, 
indicating the materials, 
and ‘net/to deceive’ pg 
on the right, representing 
the pronunciation and the 
meaning. 


AAA ALLI rT T 


"UD net (wang’) 


This character is the form 
of 'net' that is used as 

a component in some 
compounds. Sometimes, 
owing to a person's 
handwriting, this character 
can look very similar to 
the number four PH. See 
‘to buy’ on p. 131 for an 
example of this character. 


HELL IJ IULLLLLLLULLLILILIILLIEILLLLLLLLLILLIL dr AAA DAA DAA DAA DAA AAA ELA AAA LAA III ITITIINMIT ITIITIILTIITIIINITINEITIIIIIIDLIIPMDIIITITITIIT A AA EII 


4 dusk (xi) 

This character represents 
the setting sun, and also 
means ‘evening’ or ‘sunset’. 


many dream 


name years 


| 4, NX | 
ze many (duo) pay dream (meng > € name (ming) 2 years (sui^) 
This character comprises This character is a This character is a This character isa 
two ‘dusk’ building combination of ‘woods’ and combination of ‘dusk’ combination of ‘mountain’ 
blocks, suggesting the ‘dusk’. It is the simplified and ‘mouth’. It alludes and ‘dusk’. It is the 
accumulation of time. form; the traditional form to parents calling their simplified form; the 
Accumulation implies Ez is a combination of children's names as traditional form is gr. 
‘many’. une E ‘person’ and evening fell. The compound The most common usage 
A 3. also means ‘famous’. of EX is to count a person's 
dusk', and means 'unclear 
illusion age; for example, — BÀ 
5 1) how much | means 'one year old'. 


(duo! shao*) many + too little 
(see p. 153 for little) 


CEE -EE EE IS See AA de EEE E A A A A A ee Pd A a A na 
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to talk (yan^) 

In oracle-bone and bronze 
inscriptions, the form of 
this character was very 
similar to the character + 
which means ‘tongue’. The 
only difference was a short 
horizontal stroke added 

to the top of the character. 
indicating that the tongue 
was in use. This character 
also means 'speech' or 

to speak. 


Dill 


l to talk (yan) 

This character is the 

form of ‘to talk’ that is 
used as a component in 
certain simplified Chinese 
compounds. 
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letter/trust 


detailed 


45 letter/trust (xin^) 


This character, which is a 
combination of ‘person’ 
and ‘to talk’, originally 
referred to ‘people’s 
speech’, but has been 
extended to mean ‘letter’ 
or ‘trust’. Do you trust 
everything people tell you? 


= (5 self-confidence 
(zi* xin) 
oneself + trust 


REEF IAEA AAA IIA AAA IAE AAA AA AAA AAA AAA ALA EIA Adi AAA cir AAA 


ET to calculate (ji^) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘to talk’ 
and the number ten, and 
means ‘to calculate’ or ‘to 
count’. If you can count to 
ten, then you can calculate 
basic maths. The simplified 
form is it. 


KAS to believe 
(xiang! xin*) 
mutual + trust 


to calculate 


language 


=$ detailed (xiang’) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘to talk’ and 
‘sheep’. It means ‘observe 
carefully’ when used as a 
verb, ‘detailed’ or ‘tiny’ as 
an adjective, or ‘details’ or 
‘particulars’ as a noun. The 
simplified form is i£. 


Hzk$& Japanese 
language (ri^ ben? yu?) 
Japan + language 


zh language (yu) 


The character is a 
combination of ‘to talk’ 
and ‘myself’ E which is a 
combination of the number 
five and ‘mouth’. It means 
‘language’ or ‘words’. The 
simplified form is 18. 


sE official language 


(guo* yu?) 
country + language 


M dish (min) 

This character means 

‘dish’ or ‘shallow container’ 
The earliest form of the 
character looked like a 
goblet or a vessel with 

a stand. After the clerical 
change, the goblet 
disappeared from the 
character, It refers to dishes, 
cups and eating utensils. 


UTTTIUUITTCOTTTTTT———————-————n— -rrrrrrm—————MrnrblteTP—or—wv—ww Mr AA G oon  - AA AR 


no DISH BUILDING BLOCK 


ETT SPS oS | SSS SSS SSS SS ALA B n p e d b o HEEL S P ddp c spade EA EREE] a 


O self (ji^ 


The rope shape of this 
character refers to ‘self’. 


Pee oe 


AC myself (zi^ ii 


oneself + self 


ERALILII.AALALZLLELLLLELLILLILLIIITILLIITIAIIMLLLIILIL.ILELLIILLIIL AAA IL ILLILIID LL IDLL.LIERL IINE LES ESE TES 


Terri at TII 
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^ 

l. walking (chuo^) 
You won't see this building 
block appearing by itself. 
If you recognize this as a 
component of a character, 
you will know that the 
compound has something 
to do with 'walking'. 


a omoboom bo ROROODOROA BOBO RR OR OG BOR OR 
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to reach 


to stroll 


to compel 


X^ to reach (da^) 


This is the simplified form 
of the character, and is a 
combination of ‘walking’ 
and ‘big’, indicating 
reaching a destination after 
a long walk. The traditional 


form is. 43 
in. 


IAA expert 
(da? ren?) 
to reach + person 


ZÍ to stroll (guang^ JA to compel (po^ 


This character is a This is the simplified form 
combination of ‘walking’ of the character, and is a 
and ‘crazy’ ÑE, which is a combination of ‘walking’ 
combination of ‘dog’ and and ‘white’. It also means 
‘king’. Some would think ‘to approach’ or ‘to force’, 
that strolling around with and ‘urgent’ when used as 
no destination in mind is an adjective. Its traditional 
a crazy waste of time. form is. in 

The simplified form is. + A. 


xt 
AIAX mad dog 


(guang^ quan?) 
crazy dog 


this 


3 this (zhe*) 

The traditional form of this 
character is a combination 
of ‘walking’ and ‘to talk’. 
The simplified form XX is 

a combination of ‘walking’ 
and ‘literature’ X. 


fpi) 
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+ soil (tu?) 


You can imagine the 
bottom stroke is the 
horizon, and the cross 
towards the top is either 

a plant or some man-made 
structure. To differentiate 
this character from ‘soldier’ 
a (see p. 116), just 
remember that the horizon 
must be longer than the 
Cross. + js also Earth, one 
of the five basic elements. 
When someone uses 'soil' 
as an adjective, especially 
in modern writing, it 
implies something 
unsophisticated. 


Tt at (zai?) 


This character is a 
combination of 'talent' 


F (cai?) and ‘soil’. ‘Talent’ 


indicates the pronunciation: 


‘soil’ indicates the meaning 
(see p. 11). Originally this 
character meant ‘to exist’, 
but it has been extended 
to mean ‘at’, ‘in’ or ‘on’. 


= TE unrestrained 


él 


(zi? zai?) 


oneself + at 


AEREA IEEE AEREA AAA dead RARA a a AAA AAA A AAA AAA AAA ERA A AI AIDA EA IAEA AAA 
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to sit 


At belly (du^) 

This character is a 
combination of 'flesh' and 
'soil'. The stomach is where 
the fruits of the soil are 
stored. This character has 
an alternative pinyin; dus. 


XR pregnant 
(da^ du^ zi) 
big + belly + son/child 


AJA to sit (zuo^) 


This character shows two 
people sitting on the soil. 


AA TF to sit at 
(zuo^ zai?) 
to sit + at 


fine 


{= fine (jia) 

This character is a 
combination of ‘person’ 
and what resembles two 
‘soil’ building blocks. It also 
means ‘good’ or ‘nice’. 


t£ A beautiful lady 
Gia! ren?) 
fine + person 


15 


+ soldier (shi?) 


This character has many 
meanings, including 
‘soldier’ and ‘scholar’. It 

is a combination of the 
numbers one — and ten 
zt indicating a man who 
can do all thinas well from 
beginning to end. 


po determination 
(zhi*) 

This character is a 
combination of ‘soldier’ 

and ‘heart’. When a 

soldier or scholar sets his 
heart to something, he is 
determined - determined 
to win, to teach, to succeed. 


A HABA AHAAA EE ee the hm EO Fe FO 8 be eed eet eee tet GUUDTO ee ee AAA ASA AAA ee Ai AAA RA sa ee RAMA eee eT E LI 


lé SOLDIER BUILDING BLOCK 


T scholar (shi) 


In ancient China, it was 

not unusual for military 
leaders to be scholars too, 
since Confucius taught that 
leaders should be both 
wise and decisive. This is 
reflected in the character's 
dual use. 


B lucky (i^ 

This character is a 
combination of ‘scholar’ 
and ‘mouth’. Scholars 
were highly respected in 
ancient China; they were 
members of the highest 
social hierarchy. When a 
scholar opened his mouth, 
his views were considered 
AUSPICIOUS. 


AAA A A A AAA IE ES eR SEITE 
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H field (tian?) 


This character depicts a 
piece of farmland on which 
criss-cross ditches have 
been dug for irrigation. 

It means ‘field’ or ‘farm’, 
and is also a building block 
for characters relating to 
farming and hunting. 


IN A hth eich A o eto Teen 
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5 thunder (lei?) FH from/due (you?) FH helmet (jia?) 


FH to explain (shen)) 


This character is a This is the character for Originally, this character In oracle-bone inscriptions, 
combination of 'rain' 'field' with an extended depicted a cracked seed this character looked like 
and ‘field’. In oracle- upwards vertical stroke in a bud, and meant ‘skin’. lightning in the rain, and 
bone inscriptions, this in the middle, indicating On account of its similar meant ‘lightning’. 
character depicted thunder the road used to enter the pronunciation to ‘armour’, 

(represented by a circle farmland. thow-alsc means helmet, 

and dots) and lightning. 


Wa aana ESE EEE EEE EEE EE ES SEES Oe OF Ee he SOE AA OE SS ES SSG PES EEE ai m a a a do E d SSE ESOS FOE SSS SE RD Sh EEE REESE ES EELS EE PSOE T EE OES SESE SEES EEE ESSE ERE ESSE FES EEE 
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+H oil (you?) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘water’ and 
‘field’, and alludes to the 
liquid made from minerals 
under the fields, oil. 


PAT ANE ee AAA IA 
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oil 


t rich (fu^) 


This character is a 
combination of 'roof', the 
number one, 'mouth' and 
'field', and alludes to a 
wealthy family living in a 
comfortable home full of 
possessions. 


OTE ll AAA AAA 


rich 


¿2 mile (li*) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘field’ and 
‘soil’, and means ‘village’. 
Over time its meaning has 
been extended to refer to 
the stretch of ground that 
a village occupies. 


male 


53 male (nan?) 


This character is a 
combination of 'field' and 
‘power’. In ancient times 
men worked the fields. The 
character now refers to the 
masculinity associated with 
manual labour. 


ALA IIA IIA AAA AAA IIA AAA AAA AA 


HE oil field 
(you* tian?) 


oil + field = oil field 
HPS gas pedal/ 


accelerator 
(you? men?) 


oil + door = [literally] 
oil door = gas pedal 


A ete rire ti tT io eet ty rr et Tr Terre aes Tr rte Tie Tere TT TT Te TTT TTT rrr a Teer i RAT y HH to refuel 
oil field ane to re 
(jla^ you*) 


This phrase also means 

'go on!’ when used to cheer 
someone to victor y. 

to add + oil = [literally] 

to add oil = to refuel 


BR girl from 

a rich family 

(fu^ jia! nu?) 

rich + home + woman = 
girl from a rich family 


gas pedal/accsieretor 


^ 
EN 


to add oil 


to refuel 


girl from a "fich. TUSGE 


PEE Ee eee CCT SPC a Fee ee eee ee E E ee ee ee ee E E E E ee ee SSA FE PE PO EE AA LIII I ITIIILIIPLILIIILIILITLILTIITIIIL 
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5 bow (gong) 


This character originally 
looked like a bow, but 
has since evolved into its 
current form, which looks 
similar to a bow missing 
its string. 


iii HSS SSS PTLD eae ae A 


55 weak (ruo?) 


This character is a 
combination of two ‘bow’ 
and two ‘ice’ (see p. 146) 
building blocks, and 

means ‘weak’ or ‘brittle’. 


ete ee eee AAA A E EA LE] [II] Pei atte ie he [LIII] REPARA ERE RA ARABIA IEEE FFAA Adra 
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PB wine vessel (yous) 


This character originally 
took the shape of a jar, and 
meant ‘wine’. It has since 
evolved to mean ‘wine 
vessel’. This building block 
is also used in characters 
relating to the fermentation 
of wine or food. 


seen eee eee LARREA Cee er APRA 


3 wine Giu’) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘water’ and 
‘wine vessel’. If you prefer 
white wine at a restaurant, 
be sure to ask for BB. 


A rrr reer roo re rs A E EE Ee F248 ESTES PTE LE POPE TEE SHOES FS EP (SOFT S EIA HEHEHE ES HEHE S EOE 
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X, weapon (ge) 


This character depicts a 
type of weapon similar 

to a dagger-axe, with a 
horizontal blade at its head 
and a long handle. 


rara dir rd AAA AAA IAEA AAA 


3i me/l (wo?) 


This character is a 
combination of 'hand' and 
‘weapon’, and means ‘me’ 
or “l It's one of the most 
useful compounds of 
‘weapon’. 


CSCS ESSE ESET IA EEE OEE he he he TE ede hee hee 
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SSS SPSS SST SRE PSS ESE ROROR dh bod MGR OR ROC OR ESR E ESS EEE EERE LIILIILIL rara 


AFI AEREA bee ee eg LAA AIDA EE ARI AFIP ciar 


HE deer (lu?) 


In oracle-bone inscriptions, 
this character depicted 
deer's antlers, with its four 
legs below them. 


A uil oA LIS LLIILIIIIPEELIIIIILIIIILIIDLTIIDTITLIIITTIIITIIITTTITTTTTITITTITTTUTTTTTITTTITTTTTTITTITTTTTTTTM HERRERA LARA tr rr irse 
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# to flee (ben) 


Three cows together 
means ‘to flee’ or ‘to run 
fast’. Imagine a herd of 
cows fleeing a predator. 
The simplified form of this 
character is #. 


% whirlwind (biao’) 


Three dogs together means 
‘Whirlwind’. Imagine a pack 
of dogs running around 
your legs. 


rough (cu 


Three deers together 
means ‘rough’, ‘coarse’ 
or ‘big’. 
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# rank odour (shan') 


Three sheep or goats 
together indicates ‘rank 
odour of sheep or goats’. 
A group of farm animals is 
never going to smell good. 


ES horses running 
(biao') 


Three horses together 
means ‘horses running’. 


A bugs (chong?) 


This is the traditional 

form of ‘worms’ or ‘bugs’, 
comprising three ‘bug’ 
building blocks. It is the 
more commonly used form 


of ‘bug’ Y in traditional 
Chinese. This character 
also means ‘insects’. 
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+ grass (cao”) 


As in the cáse of the 
‘walking’ building block, 
this form of 'arass' never 
appears by itself; it is 
only ever seen as part 

of a compound. When 
you see it, you know that 
the character refers to 

a type of flora or fauna: 
This character, alona with | 
B opposite, also means 
‘grass’. 


t*wPrTYTTTEYTY zi Pi eo E mb 4b e oua p cs ohm E a e a a po pd 
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grass bud 


tea bitter 

ii grass (cao) fa bud (miao ) # tea (cha ) & bitter (ku) 

This character is a This character is a This character is a This character is a 

combination of 'grass' and combination of 'grass' and combination of ‘grass’, combination of ‘grass’ and 

‘early’ &, and means ‘grass’ ‘field’, and refers to the a component that ‘old’ $. An old plant is not 

or ‘herbs’. buds that sprout in fields. resembles ‘person’ and going to taste very good! 
‘tree’, and can be translated This character also means 
as ‘tea tree’. The original ‘illness’. 


form of this character, 3. 
meant ‘bitter herb’. 
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A shell (bei?) 


In oracie-boneé and seal 
scripts, this character 
originally depicted an 
open shell. In ancient 
China, shells were often 
used as money as well às 
for decoration. Therefore 
the character also means 
money' or ‘currency 


The simplified form is Dl 


OTOIITTT 


to buy 


to sell 


E to buy (mai) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘net’ and 
‘shell’. It alluded to using a 
net to collect shells, which 
you could use to buy 
things. The simplified form 
is 3E. 


BB commerce 
(mai? mai’) 
to buy + to sell 


poor 


% to sell (mai?) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘scholar’, 
‘net’ and ‘shell’. Originally 
it was a combination of 
‘to get out’ and ‘to buy’, 
alluding to getting rid of 


purchases by selling them. 


The simplified form is 3. 


B+ customer 
(mai? zhu*) 
to buy + master 


to congratulate 


@ poor (pin^) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘to divide’ 
and ‘shell’. As shells were 
once currency, dividing 
them would make you 
poorer. The simplified 
form is fA, 


BB to buy back 
(mal? hui?) 
to buy + to return 


# to congratulate 
(he^ 
This character is a 
combination of ‘to add’ 
and ‘shell’. Congratulations 
in China are often given in 
the form of money. 

The simplified form is 72. 


BIZ buyer 
(mai? jia? 
to buy * home 


apenas a il 


SHELL 
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/|v small (xiao?) 

While the character 

‘big’ K depicts a man 
stretching his arms out 
wide, indicating his large 
size, ‘small’ originally 
depicted a man kneeling 
with his arms by his side to 
appear small. 


Eee AAA IES 
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“by little (shao^) 


This character originally 
meant ‘little’, ‘minus’, ‘few’ 
or ‘less’, but has been 
extended to also mean 
‘young’. It has an alternative 
pinyin: shao”. 


INA villain (xiao* ren5 
small + person 


little 


4. sharp (jian) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘small’ ana 
‘big’, and means ‘sharp’, 
‘pointed’ or ‘acute’. Imagine 
a triangle that is big or 
wide at its base then tapers 
to a small, sharp point. 


Xu size (da^ xiao’) 
big + small 


sharp 


grandchild 


4. dust (chen5) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘small’ and 
‘soil’. This is the simplified 
form; the traditional form is 
Æ, a combination of ‘deer’ 
and ‘soil’. It alludes to the 
dust kicked up when a herd 
of deer run. 


ji granddaughter 
(sun nu^) 
grandchild + woman 


See ete ee na phrasi 
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$^ grandchild (sun) 


This character indicates 

a little child. This is the 
simplified form; the 
traditional form is f£, a 
combination of 'child' and 
‘system’ X&, indicating the 
continuation of children. 


hF grandson 
(sun' zi) 
grandchild + son 


tris 


A 


$8 cat (mao) 

This character is a 
combination of 'raccoon' 
2 and 'bud'. Its simplified 
form is 38, which is a 
combination of 'dog' and 
‘bud’. 


jut Elvis Presley 
(mao! wang” 


cat + king 
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Cat 


ici = LEELEE E] 


kitten 


IE duck (ya) 


This character is a 
combination of 'helmet' 
and 'bird'. A male mallard 
looks like it is wearing 

a green helmet. The 
simplified form of this 


character is 98. 


| mountain 


y 
HWIIILZEZ.TILII ITEI]J Petehe deat ew hts he tee 


¡NE kitten 
(xiao? mao!) 


A very simple phrase: 


a small cat is a kitten. 
small + cat = kitten 


duck 


Ud lynx 


(shan! mao) 


A lynx is a species of 
wildcat recognizable by 
its tufted ears. Lynx are 
normally found in high- 
altitude forests. 
mountain + cat = lynx 


^] to wrap up (bao) 


This building block means 
'to wrap up'. Its most 
common form is 4. 


9 CRAAAARPARRRAARRERTASTETETRRRZIPRRAAR ERRARE EbRha4bhRLAARARASRRAFARRRLAAERRARSRBARERETAHAERBTAEAHREAMRRABEAERARGASRRESRRSRRARQSRRESEARPESETEBEBERSRRERAQGERSRATBSRRRTETAVYESATARATATEQERRARTATAREGKdAATARRATRAdARSTRRARTAD/ASTRRAPERREFERRVERTLIEFETTAFRRNERSRETASPEPPRTEPLTRESERSERPEERESQESPRREERE: 
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sentence of 


well distributed even 
e | E TM | | 
4] sentence (ju) BH of (de) 3 well distributed Y even (jun) 
m 

| ; Ly un : 
In oracle-bone inscriptions, This character Is a (y ) This character is a 
this character was a combination of ‘white’ and This character can also combination of ‘soil’ and 
combination of ‘rope’ L ‘to wrap up’. It means ‘of’ mean ‘to divide’. The ‘well distributed/to divide’. 
and ‘mouth’. Unlike AI and is one of the most combination of ‘to wrap It alludes to ab eyen 
(below), which usually frequently used Chinese up’ and the number two division of land. 


characters. alludes to treating two 


refers to a specific sentence, | 
things equally. 


this character tends to be 
used when counting (e.g. 
‘there are 10 sentences’). 


AF sentence (ju? zi) FU yes Chao” de) 199 to distribute evenly 
sentence + son good + of Gun) yun^) 
even + well distributed 


ARAARARRSRABARRRARRRERERRREAEPRARARABARSARAARRENAGASARRRPRARERSRAPEAERAdARRPARESAAASEAIASRAAARNAAARPEAAAEDARRSGARARAOQEARSERARAZAABARSARAGIRAAAARARARAREAAERERERRAZSTEATAAREAZISERATSRERSRBARPAASAPARAREAIARREGAGARRPARABSTERREPRARESSRBAIRSARERERASAAASBEASSERRRAZARARTREREREA-RRREARRSTESRARRAmAA RA 
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JL how many (ji?) 


This is the simplified 

form of ‘how many’; the 
traditional form is $&, 

a combination of 'few' 

Z and ‘defence’ H, and 
originally meant ‘fine’ or 
‘slight’. This character has 
a number of alternative 
pinyins and meanings: 

as noun = bench (ji!) 

as adverb = almost (ji) 
as verb = reach/attain Gil) 
as pronoun = several (ji) 


Ei machine (ji 


This character is a 
combination of 'tree' 
and ‘how many’. Its 
traditional form is #. 


oe LII Mlllll dd LL LLL SST SESE TTT SEE PES EEE ES ee LAIA Pee EE EET Te ds 
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ordinary 


quantity of flowers 


male phoenix 


AL ordinary (fa n^ 


In oracle-bone and bronze 
scripts, this character 
represented building 
apparatus. It originally 
meant 'mould for making 
objects', and then evolved 
to mean ‘ordinary’. 


JLA several days 
(^ tian’) 
how many + sky/day 


æ quantity of 
flowers (duo?) 


This character is a 
combination of 'how many' 
and 'tree'. It refers to a unit, 
such as a dozen flowers. 
JE? means ‘how 

many flowers?’ (ji? duo* 
hua). 


JLA? how many days? 
(i^ tian’) 
how many + sky/day 


female phoenix 


Jl male phoenix 
(feng") 


This character is a 


combination of ‘how many’ 


and ‘bird’. In Chinese 
mythology, the phoenix 
is the king of birds and 
symbolizes good fortune. 
The simplified form is El 


JL several 
Chad? ji^) 


good + how many/several 


HOW MANY COMPOUNDS AND PHRASES 


Jil female phoenix 
(huang^) 

This character is a 
combination of ‘how many’, 
‘white’ and ‘king’, and refers 
to the female phoenix of 
Chinese mythology. 


HIL a dozen or so 
(shi? ji) 
ten + how many/almost 


149 


A private (si!) 


This character has looked 
rather abstract throughout 
its thousand years of 
evolution, so | think this 
¡Nustration expresses 

¡ts meaning well. The 
character has an alternative 
pinyin: mou”, 


A dE EIA IIIA III IIIJ. AAA AAA AAA AAA AAA O IIA 
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public 


pine 


4» 


4% public (gong!) 

This character is a 
combination of the number 
eight and ‘private’. It also 
means ‘grandfather’ when 
written 4373, or ‘male’ 
when referring to animals. 


4:37 police (China) 
(gong! an!) 
public * peaceful 


# to go (qu^) 


This character is a 
combination of 'private' 
and ‘soil’. It alludes to a 
person leaving a place 
to go somewhere. 


$:2* police (Taiwan) 
Ging® cha’) 
police + to observe 


to go 


platform 


A pine (song) 

This character is a 
combination of ‘tree’ 
and ‘public’. A different 
character with the same 
pronunciation $ can 


mean ‘to relax’ and ‘loose’. 


4. princess 
(gong! zhu*) 
public + master 


£ platform (tai?) 


This character isa 
combination of ‘private’ 
and ‘mouth’. Normally an 
orator is the sole person 
to stand ona platform and 
deliver their speech. The 
other traditional form of 
this character is &. 


A E S E E E E TR RRAqRRATFRARREM RARE ERG G 3 RR A4 n p Emadmd had paAdRAREMAARAAARAGKRARDÉRAGSSRAdR4 A RG S RS nh a-R Rd durch A ec d hope adr ma hr E l E hh E E Aa ata- hb pbhapadbrad-kR4háhéndhmhbhbphalahpta-spspdgeaAaeHrA&aQbqRaQshhud hb dmn Am d 
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5 to reveal (shi) 


This character originally 
meant ‘stone table for 
sacrificial offerings’. In 
ancient times, sacrificial 
ceremonies were intended 
to demonstrate devotion 
to the gods. Therefore, the 
character 78 means ‘to 
reveal’ or 'to show". 


4 to reveal (shi*) 
This character is the 


used as a component in 
certain compounds. See 
'auspicious' opposite for an 
example of this character. 


auspicious 


# auspicious 
(xiang*) 
This character is a 


combination of ‘to reveal’ 
and ‘sheep’, and also 


means ‘omen’, ‘good luck’ 


and ‘happiness’. People 
once sacrificed sheep 
for luck. 


3t shrine 
(shen? she”) 
god + society 


it society (she^) 


This character Is a 
combination of 'to reveal 
and 'soil', and originally 
referred to a place of 
worship. It has since 
evolved to mean 'society' 
or ‘company’. 


Z serene 
(an! xiang?) 
peaceful + auspicious 


society 


blessing 


4H god (shen^) 


This character isa 
combination of 'to reveal' 
and ‘to explain’. God is 


omnipotent and omniscient. 


He reveals secrets. 


38 blessing (fu^) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘to reveal’ 
the number one, ‘mouth’ 
and ‘field’, and also means 
‘good fortune’ or ‘blessing’. 
It is commonly written on 
red paper during Chinese 
New Year. 
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1 


+ shield (gan!) 


The simplified form of 
this character is formed 
by the building blocks for 
the numbers one — and 
ten +; the traditional 
form is &?. In oracle-bone 
inscriptions, this character 
took the form of a fork- 
shaped weapon, used for 
both attack and defence 
Today the character tends 
to mean ‘to offend’ or 

‘to Intervene’, but in its 
simplified form can also 
mean ‘ary’ or to do’ 


ATTI ————————————R—————————P TITLE III cp Y 


i SHIELD BUILDING BLOCK 


year 


`F sweat (han?) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘water’ and 
'shield/dry', and alludes to a 
person being dry because 
they have sweated out all 
their water. 


ES safe 
(ping* an) 
flat/gentle + peaceful 


dd AAA AE Sa Wa AA AA AA 


flat (ping”) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘shield’ 
and the number eight. 
It also means ‘gentle’, 
‘equal’ or ‘level’. 


348 happiness 
(xing* fu) 
fate + blessing 


fF year (nian?) 


This character refers to 

the time required for the 
earth to orbit the sun once, 
based on the Chinese 
calendar. For example, the 
phrase —*F means ‘one 
year’. The character can 
also mean 'new year' or 
‘annual’. 


AS 


flat 


SHEILD COMPOUNDS AND PHRASES 


Æ fate (xing*) 


This character is a 


combination of ‘shield’ +, 
‘soil’ X and ‘to be’ ^". 
lronically, this character 
originally meant ‘torture’. 
Today it means ‘fate’ or 
‘good fortune’. 


145 


7 ice (bing!) 


This character rarely 
appears by itself, 
Instead, it is used as 
part of a compound 
It is commonly called 
MK, ‘two dots 


of water”. 
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ice 


winter 


yk ice (bing!) 


This character is a 
combination of the building 
blocks ‘ice’ and ‘water’, 
indicating frozen water. 
ZK2K means ‘iced water’. 


A A ee a a a a 


t-te 


frozen (dong’) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘ice’ and 
‘east’. The coast of China 
lies to the east, and in 
winter icebergs would have 
come from the east. The 
simplified form is Yk. 


frozen 


to gallop 


Z winter (dong) 


This character is a 
combination of 'slow' & 
Cslow' looks similar to the 
character for 'dusk', but has 
an extended stroke) and 
‘ice’. It translates literally 

as ‘slow ice’, which alludes 
to ice building up slowly 
over winter. 


sa&saauddaaruhmucssAcsdbhátübdndasuudass4tmuapuduücsansadddksca4Rugóhóomabaktsstübésddkbadttaspaéhbreádists&dócbkáanassahdsgrkabmdsadgad 


JE to gallop (feng?) 


This character is a 
combination of 'ice' and 
'horse', and means 'to 
gallop'. This character 
is also a surname. The 
simplified form is 23. 


LLI RI d EE * s LLEI PEE II 


ICE COMPOUNDS 


® to owe (qian*) 
The earliest form of this 
character in oracle-bone 
inscriptions depicted a 
person kneeling with a 
wide-open mouth. 

It is believed that this 
represented a person in 
the act of yawning, 
because the meaning of 
the character was 'to yawn'. 


Since the clerical change, 
the wide-open mouth is 
no longer discernible in 
this character. However, 
characters with X as 

a component are often 
related to opening the 
mouth and exhaling. When 
one yawns, it means one is 
tired and short of energy. 
Therefore, an extended 


meaning of X is 'to lack’, 
which is commonly used 
in modern Chinese. 


SPSS SSS SSS SAE SESE SE SSS SSS SS SSS SPSS SSE SSS SE PSS PRES PES PSE SE EE SEES SET HSS Sh SF SESS FF FSS SES SSE ASE TESS HLTA EES fe OE LATTE TET CHEE TOTES § HO) Sd PTS S FTES (PSH ee Feo 
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to blow 


sequence 


RR to blow (chui) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘mouth’ and 
‘to owe’. In this case, ‘to 
owe means to yawn. 


KR to cook (chui) 


This character is a 
combination of 'fire' and 'to 
owe', In this case, 'to owe' 
means 'to blow', and refers 
to blowing the embers to 
COOk your food. 


to cook 


Europe 


YE sequence (ci^) 


This character is a 
combination of 'ice' and 'to 
owe’. It is used to refer to 
the number of times that 
something happens. For 
example, the phrase IR 
means ‘twice. 


ER Europe (ou) 


This character is a 
combination of 'area' 

la and ‘to owe’. This 
character’s pronunciation 
sounds similar to the 
English pronunciation of 
‘Europe’. The simplified 
form is PX. 


air cap PERIFERIA EMTTIIIPIIITTETTETTIITETTIITIITTTTTIITTIITTTITITTITIITIITIMTITITIITTS AAA id AA ik ee i A ka IAE i i a, Ee AA 
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be bbe ete eee 


150 


DAGGER BUILDIN 


K dagger (bis) 


This character resembles 
the handle, or hilt, of a 
dagger or sword. 


po 


A 9B 


E it (ta) 


.- 94.9 


eee ye 


This character is a 
combination of ‘roof and 
‘dagger’, and means ‘it’. 


é 


cad i 


G BLOCK 


pee ee 


a ere -. c demi 


Carr AEREA 


sr op 


A ee a ee er ee 


EE ERREG Eha 


to compare 


finger 


EE to compare (bi^) 


This character comprises 
two 'dagger' building 
blocks, and symbolizes two 
people walking in unison, 
shoulder to shoulder. It 
now means ‘to compare’. 


fh teat PPE PEPER A eh mp an 


1t to transform 
(hwa?) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘person’ 
and ‘dagger’. It is often 
seen in words relating to 
chemistry, especially when 
referring to elements and 
substances. It also means 
'to melt’ or ‘to convert’. 


AAA AA ll ll AAA 


to transform 


flower 


JB finger (zhi^) 


This character is a 
combination of ‘hand’ and 
‘purpose’ B, which is a 
combination of ‘dagger’ 
and ‘sun’. Fingers are what 
make your hands useful. 
The character also means 


‘point’ when used as a verb. 


AS 


46 flower Chua’) 


The character is a 
combination of 'grass' and 
‘to transform’. Flowers 
might look a bit like 
transformed grass. 


PRP Pe = 
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Advanced Sentences 


Such a beautiful princess 


ENS = (pages 97, 41, 137, 


141) 


Such a long sentence 


HRA Af (pages 97, 85, 


157) 


| Sweat stinks 


RW ^T (pages 97, 99, 157, 


145) 


The instruction from God 


1] By Tg 7p 7 (pages 143, 137, 151, 


142) 


A a ee ee a hho 
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A  ——"— MA. Á a || | Á | E AI—SOI  h|- | JL(| | 3| || | (— (4 4—. — “A. A E EE E aae TTT r 


Blessed woman from Shandong Province 


3E 488 AY LU SR. ZZ A (pages 145, 143, 137, 54) 


ale 


A AS 


Everybody be careful 


KR (pages 93, 


87) 


JIN 


jJ; 
EJ 


r] 
UR m em AR mU m ep m m e A. 


Beautiful teenage girl 


HD EZ (pages 41,133, 


46) 


The fish is so fresh 


Rife (pages 25, 97, 


Al) 


A ee a TP TEETE EETEEEEE E 
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Ice-cold lady 


»K L ÆA (pages 147, 42, 41, 16) 


DARE 


“The lamb i: IS doing home 


4\\ = [B] RR (pages 132, 40, 23. 


93) 


Everyone i is safe 


A AFB TL (pages 21, 


145) 
^ ^ 
NN > 
> m ele 
e ^v n n 
«|l 3^ a » 
^ ^ 
^ ^ 


Seren eon j PTTITUTTITITITITTTTITTTTTYTITITTTTTTTTT eT ee eee O A ererrertirirrrtrere rrr ra 


It rains too much 


AKAZ (pages 95, 19, 


107) 


FPF SS ee eS he FO SES ee NSS SS ES ee Ee ES OEE SE DPE TOOT 1G P8 EOS TFG 6 ONG 0G OD BAe Re ee PE Se ee Ee OE SE EE SHES GSES TESST HHS E HESS aa SSE eee ee eee eee i s 
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=F 


Little prince 


INE 4 (pages 132, 97) 


Tap AAA AAA AAA 


Grandson is growing up 


RTEA (traditional Chinese); AREA (simplified Chinese) 


(pages 153, 85, 17) 


y 


La a 


ees with Sacs surgery 


ALEZ (pages 61, 41, 46) 


Very kind Mrs [o2 


KEABKRK (pages 17, 97, 16, 19) 


Se a ET TP nuna 
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SEES EAS TSS Pe ow Ce 


The younger sister is going to Japan 


Wk lp E H (pages 48, 141, 55) 


How much dene this flower COST 
2516531)? wages 113, 139, 151, 131, 107, 133) 


Grandfather WAA Fromm the forest 


A 4 TE ERIK [a] aK (traditional Chinese); ININ \\ ZR AK [8] 3k (simplified Chinese) 


(pages 141, 17, 55, 57) 


WANA 


eC Cee Poe eee Cee errr IAEA A A Tere rere Pere re rovr rrr rrr rere 


Madam Lin is returning in May 


MAA DA E Ta (pages 33, 18, 82, 56, 23, 141) 


LEEeC Te COC ECO ECL VereeCerrrrvrereretrrrrererererrecerrrrretrrrr er C errr eter rrerrrrerrrrrreToCrTOrrrrerrrTerrrreriCreregrerrrerrirgerrererrrerrerirrerirutr rere r trier A rrr rere et rere err ST ere eT Tr ero ee err er re eee 
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Oe AAA AAA 


Mama is pregnant 


WS OF X AL (pages 77, ns) 


The brat is clapping his hands 


^ = dB EE (pages 132, 96, 101) 


A oc 
An Ah. 


AAA AAA IIA IA AAA AAA AAA AAA AAA peaa TTT eee eT er AAA RIBA AAA IA AAA IIA AAA AAA AAA IA AAA AAA aaa rer fo 


The mermaid princess burst into tears 


APBEK RE (pages 24, 141, 27) 


The rich girl stinks 


ERL AER (pages 121, 19, 99) 
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The Story of Peter and the Wolf 


162 


Once upon a time, on the edge of a forest 
clearing, there lived a boy named Peter. 
Early one morning, Peter left his home to 
go for a walk in the dark forest, leaving the 
gate to his house open. 


KR FARARARRAR_ R 


A nearby duck, noticing that the gate 
was open, decided to go for a quick 
swim in Peter’s yard. 


HEN 


While the duck was swimming, a bird flew 

down beside it and mocked, 'What kind of 
bird are you, if you can’t fly?’ To which the 
duck indignantly replied, ‘What kind of bird 
are you, if you can’t swim?’ 


165 


While the duck and the bird were arguing, 
a sly cat crept slowly towards them. The 
cat thought to itself, ‘I will catch that little 
bird while it’s arguing with the duck!’ But, 
before the cat could pounce, Peter warned 
the bird, who flew to safety. 


Hearing Peter’s call, his grandfather, who 
hadn't realized that Peter had left the 
safety of the house, scolded him: ‘Suppose 
a wolf came out of the forest!’ he chided. 


straight towards them. 


pa 
ARRERRARRE BK 


169 


Hearing Peter's call, his grandfather, who 
hadn't realized that Peter had left the 
safety of the house, scolded him: 'Suppose 
a wolf came out of the forest!’ he chided. 


Peter scoffed, 'Boys like me are not afraid 
of wolves! But at that very moment, 
unbeknown to them, a big, hungry grey 
wolf was stalking through the forest 
straight towards them. 


KR UM UR ER ER UR RR WR ORA 


e 


169 


When Peter had returned to the safety of his 
home, the hungry wolf slunk out of the forest. Ina 
flash, the bird flew up into the tallest tree, but the 
duck, who could not fly, was no match for the 
speed of the wolf. With one huge gulp, the wolf 


caught the duck and swallowed it whole! 


Seeing that his friends were in trouble, 
Peter fetched a rope and climbed into 

a nearby tree. As the bird distracted the 
animal, Peter lowered a noose and caught 
the wolf by its tail. 


JA YA 


While the wolf struggled, the noose 
became tighter and tighter until, at last, 
the wolf could struggle no more. A nearby 
hunter, who had been trying to track the 
wolf, spied Peter in the tree and offered to 


shoot the wolf, but Peter had another idea. 


^S 


With the wolf safely tied up, Peter led the 
hunter to a zoo in a nearby village, where 
the wolf stayed for the rest of its days. 
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A person (ren^) 16 KR sky (tian) 20 


XR. dog (quan) 26 XX fire Chuo) 28 ZK tree (mu^ 32 ‘TT bamboo (zhu^ 39 


A l 
ás | y 
E TM » 
i m 
Y 
= sheep (yang) 40 HI mountain (shan) 4? Z woman (nu) 46 A bird (niao”) 50 


A feather (yu?) 51 H sun tri 52 H moon yue’) 56 T work (gong) 60 
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El white (bai?) 62 BZ tiger (hu5) 64 PA door (men?) 66 JK water (shui?) 70 


^F cow (niu2) 74 ES horse (ma?) 76 È jade (yu?) 78 JI] river (chuan» 80 


u 


F} boat (zhou) 81 — one (yi!) 82-83 tH bug (chong?) 84 E tall/length (chang?) 
5 


IÙ heart (in) 86 J] knife «dao» 38 —^ roof (mian?) 92 


A A AAA A A A A as A A A A A A A a A AS AA A AR Ao as F A PS Fe Pee FE $4 Pant ras PAY FE 
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[sz] rain (yu) 94 T son (zi) 96 z eye (mu^) 98 + hand (shou’) 100 


- K to fly (fei) 103 F household (hu) 104 P net wang” 105 


N 
2 


Ei to talk (yan?) 108 IM dish min’) 110 C. self (ji^) 111 E walking (chuo > 


+ soil (tu^ 114 + soldier (shi^ 116 +E scholar (shi^) H field (tian^ 118 
117 


184 BUILDING BLOCK PLATES 


= bow (gong) 122 pi] wine vessel (you) 123 X weapon (ge) 124 je deer (lu^) 125 


+ grass (cao ) 128 Bl shell (bei?) 130 ¿IN small (xiao*) 132 $ ghost (gui) 135 


a» 


^] to wrap up x(bao) JL how many Gi Ly private (si) 140 AN to reveal (shi) 
146 138 142 


d 
; ] AA ] AO 6 "E : 
F shield (gan) 144 / ice (bing) 146 R to owe (gian ) E dagger (bi ) 150 
148 
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Index of Characters and Phrases 


Chineasy teaches mainly traditional Chinese (see p. 11). Where the traditional and simplified forms of a 


character are different, the traditional form is given first, followed by the simplified form. Where no distinction 
between forms is noted, the traditional and simplified forms of the character are the same. 


RR/IK 
KB 


AL 
s BR 


53/18] 


la > 


St mu fk XS dB DE a > 
AR Ii 


account/bill (zhang’) 


achievement/generosity 


(da qi ) 
to add (jia) 

| 4 2 
adult (da ren > 
adultery (jian 

8 4 

angry (huo da ) 
apricot (xing ) 
argument (nuan’) 


artificial (ren gong) 


to ascertain (cha? ming’) 


to ask (wen) 
to assist (fu) 
at (zai) 
Lo : 2 
auspicious (xiang ) 


bamboo (zhu^) 


bank account (zhang* hu”) 


to bark (fei) 

to bark loudly (da fei ) 
to bathe (mu^) 

be careful (xiao" xin ) 
beautiful (mei ) 
beautiful lady dia’ ren^) 
to believe (xiang xin’) 
belly (du^) 

big (da^) 

big fire (daf huo”) 

bird (niao”) 

bitter (ku) 

to blame (ma^) 

blazing (yan* yan^) 
bleating of sheep (mie) 
blessing (fu^) 


to blow (chui) 


ramas Saa Fauno. FAA PET FAS FFAA PARS FEG FA FACH PRO 


85 


27 


101 
115 
143 
39 
104 
27 
27 
71 
87 
41 
115 
109 
115 
17 
31 
50 
129 
77 
30 
41 
143 


149 


A 
20/Hl 
ARIER 
Amir 
DRAN 
2/3 
HA 


10/15 
27, 

5 

HF 

538 
RIR 
ERER 
t HK 
E EXE: 
E 


boat (zhou ) 

body (ti^) 

bored (men) 

bow (gong) 

bright (ming’) 

bud (miao’) 

buffalo (shui niu^) 
bug (chong) 
burning hot (yan) 
to buy (mai ) 

to buy back (mai hui’) 
buyer (mai jia) 

to calculate (ji) 
California (jia zhou) 
cat (mao) 
Caucasian (bai ren^) 
to cause (yin) 
character (zi) 


to charge in (chuang ) 


cheat sheet (xiao” chao) 


to check (cha5) 


to clap hands (pai shou’) 


clearly (fen' ming’) 

to come (lai^) 

to come back Chui? lai’) 
to come out (chu lai’) 
commerce (mai mai”) 
to compare (bi^) 

to compel (po ) 

to congratulate (he) 
to construct (jia >) 
contented (an xin’) 

to cook (chui) 


country (guo) 


8] 
58 
87 
122 
57 
129 
/5 
84, 127 
29 
151 
13] 
151 
109 
90 
154 
65 
25 
97 
77 
101 
35 
10] 
89 
33 
5/ 
44 
151 
151 
11.5 
13] 
90 
87 
149 


79 


vi 

KB 
LEJOS 
E 
ZKP3/2kT] 
E] 

Hf 

AX 


T 

AX 
AA 

A 

PIN 
JANJA 
MAKU 


TITS 
SID 


COW (niu^) 

crater (huo” shan kou) 
crowd (zhong ) 

to cry (ku) 

to cry out (da^ ku) 
to cry out in anger (duo) 
crystal (shui jing) 
customer (mai zhu’) 
dagger (bi) 

dam (shui men’) 
daughter (nan) 

day Cri Zi) 

daytime (bai tian) 
deer (lu^) 

detailed (xiang’) 
determination (zhi’) 
disaster (zai) 

dish (min) 

to distract (fen xin) 
to distribute evenly 
(jun yun’) 

to divide (fen) 
doctor (dai fu) 

to dodge (sha n^) 
dog (quan) 

door (men^) 
doorway (men. kou) 
dormant volcano 
(xiu huo” shan) 

a dozen or so (shi ji) 
dream (meng) 

to dress up (ban ) 

to drip (lin > 

to drive (jia >) 

duck (ya) 

dusk (xi) 

dust (chen^) 

east (dong) 


to eat (dan) 


74 
45 
17 
27 
27 
45 
/2 
131 
150 
75 
48 
97 
63 
125 
109 
116 
93 
110 
89 


137 


89 
19 

67 
26 
66 
68 
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129 
107 
101 
7] 
90 
134 
106 
133 
53 
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EE 


KRIKI 
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elght (ba) 
eldest younger sister 


(da mei ) 


Elvis Presley (mao wang’) 


end (mo) 

to enter (ru^) 

Europe (ou) 

even (jun) 

every day (tian. tian) 
everybody (da* jia) 
everyone (ren* ren’) 
exit (chu kou“) 
expert (da ren’) 

to explain (shen) 
extremely big (tian da^) 
eye (mu^) 

fairy (xian nu) 

to fasten (kou^) 

fate (xing ) 

fear (pa) 

feather (yu) 


female phoenix (huang’) 


female worker (nu gong) 


field (tian) 

to find out (cha chu) 
fine (jia ) 

finger (zhi) 

fire (huo ) 

fire disaster (huo" zai) 
fish (yu) 

five (wu) 

flames (yan?) 

flames of fire (ya n^ yan) 
flat (ping’) 

to flee (ben) 

flesh (rou) 

flood (shui zai) 
flower (hua) 


to fly (fei) 
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49 


154 
56 
65 
149 
137 
21 
d 
2] 
44 
115 
19 
2] 
98 
49 
102 
145 
8/ 
5l 
159 
61 
118 
58 
115 
151 
28 
93 
25 
82 
29 
30 
145 
126 
56 
93 
151 


103 
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RIK 
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FA 
KP3/XT] 
RR 

AR 3E ARSE 
ife/AG 
3/3 
APN 


PRIIP 
TIF 


+e 


foam (mo^) 

folks (da^ huo) 

to follow (cong) 
forest (sen) 

to foraive (shu) 
foundation (ben) 
fountain (quan’) 

four (si) 

fresh (xian) 

fresh water (da n shui”) 
friend (peng’) 
from/due (you) 

front gate (da" men’) 
frozen (dong ) 

future (wei" lai^) 

gall bladder (dan^) 

to gallop (feng’) 

gas pedal/accelerator 
(you! men’) 

to get out (chu) 
ghost (gui ) 

girl from a rich family 
(fu. jia nu”) 

to go (qu^) 

god (s hen’) 

good (hao”) 

good intention (hao' xin ) 
grandchild (sun) 
granddaughter (sun. nu”) 
grandson (sun Zi) 
grass (cao ) 

grass (cao) 

greed (lan^) 

group (huo) 

hand (shou ) 

handrail (fur shou’) 
happiness (xing” fu^ 
heart (xin) 
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heaven (tian ren ) 
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50 


17 


55 
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55 
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82 
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72 
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119 


68 


147 
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57 


147 


121 


43 
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141 


14.5 


97 


97 


155 


153 


155 


128 


129 


48 


29 


100 


101 


145 


56 
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KAKA 
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AA 
zs 
AA 
AAA 
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helmet (jia) 

home (jia) 

horse (ma) 

horses running (biao ) 
household (hu?) 

how many (ji) 

how many days? GP tian’) 
how much (duo shao ) 
Hui people (hui? ren’) 
human body (ren ti) 

| am furious 

(ben” ren” huo” da^) 
ice (bing ) 

ice (bing) 

idiot (dai) 

idler (xian ren’) 

to illuminate (zhao^) 
immortal (xian) 

imp (xiao” gui”) 


in general (da^ ti) 


in the coming days (lai ri^) 


in vain (bai bai’) 

it (ta) 

jade (yu > 

Japan (ri ben”) 
Japanese language 
Cri ben” yu) 
Japanese person 
(ri ben ren’) 
Japanese woman 
(ri^ ben nu ren’) 
king (guo* wang’) 
king (wang) 
kingdom (wang' guo) 
kitten (xiao” mao) 
knife (dao) 

lamb (gao) 
language (yu) 


to learn/practise (xi^) 


119 
9.5 
76 
127 
104 
158 
159 
107 
24 
58 
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146 
147 
36 
69 
89 
43 
145 
38 
58 
63 
150 
78 
25 


109 


55 


55 
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/9 
/9 
154 
88 
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109 


63 
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RF 
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B 

A 

€ 
XA 
48 / P3 

Ji 

7k 

pi 


left (zuo) 

leisure (xian^) 
letter/trust (kin) 

little (shao”) 

longhorn beetle (tian niu’) 
lucky (ji) 

lynx (shan: mao ) 
machine (ji) 

mad dog (guang* quan) 
madam (fu ren’) 

main entrance 

(da men” kou) 

male (nan) 

male phoenix (feng ) 
man (fu) 

manpower (ren shou ) 
many (duo) 

master (zhu ) 

mezi (WO ) 

medical industry (xing- lin^) 
mermaid (ren* yu’) 
messenger (lai ren’) 
mile (li^) 

molecule (fen zi) 

moon (yue ) 

morality (ren pin”) 
mother (ma) 

mountain (shan) 

mouth (kou) 

Mrs (tai tai") 

must (bi^) 

mutual (xiang) 

myself (zi ji) 

name (ming?) 

natural disaster (tian zai) 
net (wang ) 

nine Giu”) 

not yet (wei ) 


to obey (ru) 


60 
67 
109 
153 
75 
117 
154 
138 
115 
18 


68 


120 
159 
17 
101 
107 
79 
124 
57 
24 
34 
120 
69 
56 
24 
rar 
42 
22 
19 
87 
99 
1m 
107 
93 
105 
83 
56 


48 
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mau 
FE 
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odour (chou) 


of (de) 


official language (guo* yu) 


offspring (zi nu) 
oil (you) 

; : t e 2 
oil field (you tian ) 
one (yi) 
one’s self (ben ren’) 
oneself (zi) 
ordinary (fan) 
originally (ben lai^) 
to owe (qian ) 
to pat (pai) 
peaceful (an) 
people (zhong: ren’) 
person (ren’) 
person from Shandong 
Province (shan dong ren’) 

: J 
pig (shi ) 
pine (song) 
to plagiarize (chao) 
plain (daní) 
platform (tai) 
plum (li^) 
police (China) (gong) an) 
police (Taiwan) Gina? cha’) 
poor (pin’) 
poor household (pin hu’) 
population (ren kou) 
power (li^) 

4 T on 

pregnant (da du zi) 

. S a 
prince (wang Zl ) 
princess (gong zhu’) 
prison (liao^) 
private (si) 

i a 4 
public (da zhong ) 
public (gong ) 
to publish (chu pin”) 


quality (pin ) 
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157 


109 


97 


120 


121 


54 


91 


141 


101 
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141 


97 


141 


141 


151 


104 


141 


189 


quantity of flowers (duo’) 


queen (nu wang) 
question indicator (ma^) 
quiet month for business 
(dan. yue”) 

rain (yu) 

rain shower (da^ yu”) 
rainforest (yu lin^) 
rainwater (yu' shui ) 
rank odour (shan) 

to reach (da) 

to refuel (jia you’) 

rest (xiu) 

to return (huió) 

to reveal (shi) 

rich (fu^) 

rich household (da” hu”) 
right (you) 

river (chuan) 

river (jiang ) 

roof (mian^) 

rough (cu) 

round trip (lai hui) 

to row (hua^ 

safe (ping an) 

Saliva (kou” shui ) 

to scare (hu) 

scenery (shan shui”) 
scholar (shi5) 

to seek (zhao) 

self (ji^) 

self-confidence (zi kin) 
to sell (mai) 

sentence (ju) 

sentence Gu ZI) 
seguence (ci) 

serene (an xiang’) 
seven (qi) 


several (hao ji) 


139 
79 
77 


72 


94 
go 
g9 
95 
127 
15 
121 
58 
25 
142 
120 
104 
60 
80 
YA 
92 
126 
37 
89 
145 
72 
64 
73 
17 
102 
11 
109 
151 
137 
137 
149 
145 
83 


159 


me RIA 
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HANA 
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T 
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AA 

DAR 

SRIK 


several days Gi tian’) 
Shandong Province 
(shan' dong) 

sharp (jia n) 

sheep (yang) 

shell (bei ) 

shield (gan) 

shout (kuan) 
shrine (shen” she ) 
to sit (zuo?) 

to sit at (zuo* zai ) 
six (liu ) 

size (daf xiao’) 
skin (fu) 

sky (tian) 

small (xiao’) 

to sneak out (shan ren’) 
society (she ) 

soil (tu^) 

soldier (shi) 

son (zi^) 
space/room (jia n) 
sparkles (jing) 


spit (kou mo ) 


spring water (quan shui ) 


state (zhou) 

to steal (pa^ 

to stroll (guang ) 
stupid (ben^) 

sun (ri^) 

sunrise (dan ) 

to surround (wei ) 
sweat (ha n^) 

to talk (yan^) 
talkative (dao ) 
tall/length (cha ng’) 
tea (cha^) 

tear (lei^) 


ten (shi) 


139 


54 


155 
40 
130 
144 
25 
143 
15 
115 
82 
1.5.5 
57 
20 
152 
69 
143 
114 
16 
96 
67 
55 
/5 
73 
80 
102 
3 
Sa 
52 
55 
22 
145 
108 
89 
85 
129 
99 
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RARE 


EH 
INA 
X ui 
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A Ej ^ TE TÉ 


ZA 


URIA 
URZAA 


this (zhe4) 13 


this month (bens yue4) 59 SE 
Ap 


three (san) 82 PN 
thunder (lei2) 119 A BIA W] 
to tie together (kun3) 102 cal 
tiger (hu3) 64 Œ 
today (ben3 ri4) 59 BX/ 27 
tomorrow (ming2 ri4) 59 TAY 
too big (tai4 da4) 19 7 
too much (tai4) 19 yA 

to transform (hua4) 15] 

tree (mud) 52 

twins (zil) 97 

two (er4) 82 

two mountains (shenl) 43 DEL 
unrestrained (zi4 zai4) 115 B/S 
USA (mei3 guo2) 79 +0 
utensil (qi4) 27 35/38 
villain (xiao3 ren2) 133 Oy Iz 
volcano (huo3 shan1) 45 RE / Be 
walking (chuo4) 112 AA 
water (shul3) 70 48 S 
weak (ruo4) 122 5/2 
weapon (gel) 124 ABA 
well distributed Cyun2) 137 MAA 
whirlwind (biaol) 126 Jn 
white (bai2) 62 J 
whole (quan2) 79 X 
whole-heartedly (quan2 kini 87 As 
wide expanse of water 7] 

(miao3) 

wine (ius) 124 

wine vessel (you3) 123 

winter (dongl) 147 

wizard (wul) 60 

woman (nus) A6 

woman (nu ren2) 49 

woman from Shandong 54 


Province (shanl dongl nus ren?) 


woods (lin2) 

work (gongl) 
worker (gongl ren2) 
world (ren2 jianl) 

to wrap up (baol) 
year (nian2) 

years (sul4) 

yes (hao3 de) 

you (rus) 


younger sister (mei4) 


Peter and the Wolf 


to argue (chao3 jia3) 
bird (niao3) 

button (kou4) 

cat (maol) 

chirp Czil zil) 

duck (yal) 

the end (zhonal) 
grandfather (zus fu4) 
horse (ma3) 

hunter (lie4 ren2) 
miaow (miao3 miao3) 
quack (gua3 gua3) 
son/boy (213) 
weapon (gel) 


wolf (lang?) 
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60 
61 
69 
156 
145 
107 
157 
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164-65 
160 
163 
161 
167 
160 
179 
160 
177 
161 
166 
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160 
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161 
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